06/ 04/ 1999
PM upset R&D funds not fully utilised

Carol yn Hong

KAJANG, Mon. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir is disappointed that
Governnent all ocations for research and devel opnent are not fully utilised
because research bodies do not carry out projects.

He said while Mal aysia had nade a | ot of progress in the field of
agriculture, it was very much lagging in technical fields Iike nechanics,
el ectroni cs and nedi ci ne.

"We cannot keep thinking that only certain races or people have R&D
expertise. Actually, we al so have the sane ability.

"I'f we have not achi eved success, it is because in our culture, the
val ues which | had nmentioned had not been given priority or enphasis," he
sai d.

He naned these values as curiosity, a desire to know, to learn, to
research, to create and diligence.

The Prime Mnister said this today at the launch of Kolej Ikram His
speech was read out by his deputy Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi as he
is still warded at the National Heart Institute for a lung infection.

Bef ore readi ng the speech, Abdullah told guests at the |launch that the
Prime M nister was sad that he could not keep his promise to attend the
functi on.

In his speech, Dr Mahathir said while many people were confortable with
nmodern technol ogy i ke cars, radios and tel evisions, they had no desire to
want to create these things.

"That is why we cannot progress or becone a great civilisation," he
sai d, adding that Ml aysi ans coul d consci ously shape their culture into
one whi ch adopted such val ues.

Dr Mahathir also said for a country to prosper, progress and becone a
civilisation, it nust have harnmony and peace.

"W thank God that our country is blessed with harnmony and peace even
during an economic crisis. Let us strengthen our unity to preserve this
har nony and peace,” he said.

The Prime Mnister said this was inportant because the new m Il enni um
whi ch was just eight nonths away, would bring challenges in the form of
gl obal i sation and the use of information technol ogy.

Conmendi ng Kol ej ITkramfor its devel opnental efforts since it was
privatised fromthe Public Wrks Departnent, Dr Mahathir said the
privatisation policy had hel ped achi eve the ainms of the New Econom c
Pol i cy, which was to abolish the identification of race by occupation.

If at one tinme only non-Bum puteras were involved in business, he said
today, Bum puteras were involved in all kinds of businesses and managenent
activities.

"The accusation by forei gners about the NEP benefiting a few croni es and
the fanmlies of governnent |eaders is due to their hatred of Bum puteras
whom t hey | abel as stupid and | azy.

"They want all Government activities to be privatised to them because
they know they can obtain big profits if they get the projects," he said,
describing this as a "racist" attitude.

Dr Mahathir said the fact that there were so nany Bum puteras who
obt ai ned opportunities without being related to any governnent | eader was
i gnor ed.

"Anyone who is given an opportunity is considered a crony and famly. On
the other hand, if famly and friends of | eaders live in poverty, this



does not constitute proof that cronyi smand nepotismdo not exist in
Mal aysi a, " he sai d.

The Prime Mnister said the Governnent was sensitive to feedback on the
privatision policy and strove to rectify weaknesses whi ch surfaced.

He said the country had devel oped successful privatisation nodels
despi te not having many nodels to emul ate when it enbarked on the policy
many years ago

I kram (I nstitut Kerja Raya Mal aysia) was originally PW s training and
research organi sation, and was privatised to Kunpul an | kram Sdn Bhd on Jan
1, 1997. The coll ege was set up a year |ater.

It offers a variety of technical and business courses. It also recently
devel oped a prototype geotechnical information systemapplication, said
Kurmpul an | kram chai rman Dat uk Mohd Haris Abas in his speech

He said upon conpletion, it would provide data on soil conditions
t hroughout the country through the Internet.
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