16/ 01/ 1999

PM urges Muslinms to keep on striving for success

ALOR STAR, Fri. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad t oday
urged Muslinms to continue to strive for success to prove the Western
perception of Islamw ong.

He said |Islam had al ways been associated with terrorismby the Wst.

Dr Mahathir said the success of Muslinms in Malaysia had dispelled that
Western notion and was testinony that Islamwas a religion of peace.

The Prime M nister was speaking at the ground breaki ng cerenmony of a
RW70 million Islam c conpl ex known as Konpl eks | sl am Al - Bukhary.

The project was devel oped by Yayasan Al -Bukhary on an 11.6ha site at
Jal an Langgar .

Anpong t he conponents of the project are the devel opnent of a npbsque
religious school, an old folk's honme, orphanage, bazaar for Mislim
traders, nedical centre, budget hotel and Muslimcenetery.

Dr Mahat hir praised the foundation chairnman Datuk Syed Mdkhtar Al -
Bukhary for devel opi ng the nobl e project.

He said the contribution reflected that |Islamencouraged the people to
acquire wealth for betternent of the religion and people.

He advi sed Muslinms who had achi eved success not to forget their roots
and contribute to the religion, people and nati on.

Dr Mahathir said the reason for oppression of the Mislinms was because
t hey were poor.

He hoped the project would not only benefit Mislinms but also the non-
Musl i ns.

The Prime M nister said the non-Mislinms should al so be all owed to enjoy
the opportunity to run businesses and study at the |slamnic conpl ex.

"This will help to erase mi sconceptions about our religion," he added.

Asked on the relationship between Muslins in the country, the Umo
president said the party had never used Islamas a political issue. He
regretted that certain quarters were using Islamto create hatred anong
Musl i ns.
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