13/ 05/ 1999

PMwill apply to strike out RMLOOm Iibel suit by Anwar

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will
apply to strike out Datuk Seri Anwar |brahims RMLOO million |ibel suit
agai nst him

The Prime Mnister's | awer Datuk Mohd Adnan Shuaib told the Hi gh Court
today that the application would be filed after the disposal of rel ated
crim nal appeal

He, however, did not disclose which case.

Anwar's speech witer Dr Munawar Ahnad Anees and his (Anwar's) adopted
brot her Sukma Dar mawan Saasnitaat Madja who were sentenced to six nonths'
jail each for allow ng Anwar to sodonmi se themhad filed for appeal against
convi ctions and t he appeal s are pendi ng.

Mohd Adnan, who was addressing judge Datuk Kanmal anat han Ratnamin case
managenent proceedi ngs, asked for the next case managenent to be fixed in
two nont hs.

The judge fixed July 12 for the next case nanagenent and told the
plaintiff to apply for summons for direction.

Kamal anat han said if the application to strike out the suit cane before
the court before the next case managenent date, the court would deal with
the application first.

Dr Mahathir was al so represented by Cecil Abraham N. Chandran and
Gurneet Kaur in today's proceedi ngs while M Mnoharan represented Anwar.

Anwar who filed his suit on Jan 25 is also seeking an injunction to stop
Dr Mahathir, his agents and/or servants fromfurther uttering the
"of fendi ng words" or words to the effect about him (Anwar).

He is also asking for interests, costs and other relief.

Anwar clainmed that Dr Mahathir had on Sept 22, |ast year, "falsely and
mal i ci ousl y" spoken to local and foreign reporters, including Dorina
Elliot from Newsweek, accusing himof commtting i moral acts.

He said the words were defamatory in the ordinary nmeaning and in the
context they were spoken.

Anwar said Dr Mahathir, had uttered the words with the intention of
di sparaging himin his private and official capacities as the Fi nance
M ni ster and Deputy Prinme M nister.

He said Dr Mahat hir had spoken the words knowi ng that and/or with the
intention that it would be published by the |ocal and international print
and el ectroni c nedia, including The Sun newspaper, Newsweek and CNN
I nternational, and re-published el sewhere.

Anwar said the "offendi ng words" were published in The Sun on Sept 283,
| ast year, headlined "Anwar's behavi our despi cable: PM and Newsweek on
Cct 5, last year under the heading "HERE's MJD I N YOUR FACE - Accusations
of sexual m sconduct and corruption in an Asian Smear war that rivals even
Washi ngton' s".

He said the words were also tel evised worl dwi de "causing irreparable
danage" to his reputation

Anwar said the publications and re-publications of the "offendi ng words"
had gravely injured his character, credit and reputation nationally and
i nternationally.

It had al so brought himinto public scandal, odiumand contenpt and he
had suffered | oss and damage, entitling himto damages.

In his defence, Dr Mahathir said the all eged "of fendi ng words" were nade
in his capacity as the Prime M nister on an occasion of qualified



privil ege.

They were said in response to Anwar's public statements to Ml aysi ans
and "the world in general"” followi ng his disnissal fromthe Cabi net on
Sept 2, last year and expul sion fromUmo the follow ng day.

In his 26-page defence, Dr Mahathir, who is relying on section 8 of the
Def amati on Act 1952, said a Press conference was held on Sept 22, |ast
year, two days after Anwar was arrested and detai ned under the Internal
Security Act during which he was asked about the event.

Dr Mahathir also nentioned in his defence the fact that Anwar was | ater
charged with 10 counts of corrupt practices and sodony.

(Four of the corrupt practice charges are pendi ng decision on April 14
whi l e hearings for the remaining charges are yet to be fixed.)

He deni ed that the words were defamatory or bore the neani ngs clai ned by
the Anwar, contending that they "are true in substance and facts".

Dr Mahathir al so nentioned the case of Munawar and Sukma Dar mawan.

(END)
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