07/ 03/ 1999

PM G ve Barisan a resoundi ng win

PETAGAS, Sat. - Stressing the inportance of a strong Government, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad urged the people in Sabah to give the Barisan
Nasi onal a resounding victory on polling day.

In his | ast | egs canpaigning for the BN for the Sabah el ection, the
Prime Mnister said it was crucial for the State to have a stable
Governnent to all ow devel opnent to proceed unhi nder ed.

"A situation in which the winning party fails to secure a clear-cut
maj ority must be avoided," he said at a neet-the-people session here.

"W need a strong and stable Government in Sabah."

The gat hering was organi sed to canpai gn for the BN candi date for Petagas
Dat uk Yahya Hussei n.

Al so present were Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok and Sabah Umo
I'iaison chief Datuk Qsu Sukam

Dr Mahathir said the winning party would try hard to hang on to power if
the victory margin was slimbecause the losing party would resort to
anything to west control of the State Governnent.

To ensure a convincing BN victory, he advised the nine BN conponent
parties to conpl ement each other.

"The BN has fielded Chi nese and Kadazandusuns in Miuslimnmajority
constituencies and it is crucial for Muslins to support themto ensure
victory," Dr Mahathir said.

"Li kewi se, the Chinese and Kadazandusuns nust reciprocate by supporting
BN Musl i m candi dat es. "

I[llustrating Umo's sincerity, Dr Mahathir said even if the party
secured sufficient seats to formthe State Government on its own, it wll
still co-operate with the other comuniti es.

"W (Umo) did not take all or contest all seats because of the need to
accomuodat e ot hers, " he said.

Urging the people to value the prevailing peace and prosperity, the
Prime M nister said the BN had succeeded i n enhanci ng tol erance anong the
various comunities under the power-sharing concept.
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