21/ 05/ 1999

PM Raci al harnony essential to maintain progress

JOHCOR BARU, Thurs. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
toni ght no country can devel op conti nuously w t hout proper efforts.

To devel op a country, the Governnent and the people nust know the right
i ngredients.

Mal aysi a had succeeded because it had taken the right steps, he said at
a di nner hosted by the State Governnent at the Menteri Besar's residence
to mark the Prine Mnister's two-day visit to Johor which began today.

Dr Mahathir said the people should anal yse the reasons behi nd the
progress and devel opment of the country.

"Through such analysis they will identify factors that |ed the country
t owar ds devel opnment . "

Two of the main factors are unity and noderation anpbngst the various
races.

If the various races had resorted to extremi sm there would be disunity
and the country woul d not progress as it had, he said.

"Therefore, | would Iike to call upon all races to nmaintain unity and
noder ati on because these are the formul ae for progress and devel opnent.

"I would like to also renind themthat it is better to have a little of
sonet hing than to have the whol e of nothing."

He said through this understandi ng, wealth had been distributed fairly
with every section of society getting a portion.

Dr Mahathir warned that illegal denonstrations and racial disharnony
could thwart efforts to devel op the country.

Such actions will not only jeopardise investnents but would also retard
devel oprnent and progress.

Dr Mahathir remi nded the people not to be influenced by sentinents which
coul d be detrinental.

"There will be people who will instil hatred anongst the various races
sinmply to get support for thensel ves.

"These peopl e may get sonme thing but we will not get anything.”

Dr Mahathir said the progress achi eved woul d al so be meani ngl ess if
continuous efforts were not taken to preserve it.

( END)
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