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PM It's a mandate for conti nued devel opment
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KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
toni ght the mandate given to the Barisan Nasional to formthe next State
Governnent in Sabah was proof that the people had voted for continued
devel opnent and security.

Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairman and Umo president, said the coalition's
victory neant a | ot.

"There is a growing trend that the BN is being accepted by nore and nore
peopl e i n Kadazandusun areas. |f previously, we could only formthe
Governnent after opposition nmenbers left their parties to join BN, now we
have won on our own accord," he told a Press conference in Seri Perdana.

Joining himvia tel econferencing at the Press conference was his deputy,
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , who was in Kota Ki nabal u.

Al'though the BN I ost in several areas where the Kadazandusun conmunity
formed the majority, Parti Bersatu Sabah had won with a smaller mgjority.
"l see a changi ng perception anong the Kadazandusun community," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

He t hanked the people for their support, saying that the BN would do its
utnost to ensure that all the el ection prom ses were carried out.

Dr Mahat hir expressed regret that Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok
had | ost in Myyog, saying the BN wanted himto continue to be Chief
M nister if he had won.

He said this was the reason why he (Dr Mahathir) had canpai gned in
Penanpang several tines.

"But it seens that the people of Penanpang do not want a Kadazan to be
their CM" he said.

When asked who woul d be the next Kadazandusun Chief M nister in Sabah,
Dr Mahathir said: "We will have to study it very carefully, taking into
consi deration the results and the support given to Donpok and all the
ot her BN candi dates."

Dr Mahathir said the rotation systemwould remain. Under the system the
Chief Mnistershipis rotated for a two-year period between Mislim
Bum put eras, non-Misli m Bum put eras and Chi nese.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked if Donpok woul d be appointed as a State
Assenbl yman to enable himto conplete his termas Chief Mnister.

"Well, he has said that he wants to retire frompolitics. So, all these
statements made during el ection (canpai gn) nust be carefully consi dered
before a decision is nade because it is a serious decision.

"W want to maintain our credibility."”

On the future of Donpok's Parti Denokrati k Sabah, he said the party
still had arole in the State although it had taken a severe beating in
the el ection.

Dr Mahathir said the BN woul d not accept PBS Assenbl ymen if they wanted
to join the coalition.

Asked whether the victory in Sabah could be considered as an endor senent
of his | eadership and support of the Governnent's neasures to overcone the
econom ¢ problenms, Dr Mahathir said this was for others to judge.

However, he said, to sone extent the results showed that the business
community, nost affected by the econonic problens, had supported the
Gover nment .

Dr Mahathir said he was pl eased that the BN had won 31 seats, one short
of atwo-thirds majority, as the projection earlier was only 26 to 27



seat s.

He said nany people had in the past told himthat the BN would lose in
Sababh.

He said they did not take into account the views of the grassroots, but
instead relied on the opinions of the so-called elite.

"When | went there, | realised that the BN had good grassroots support,"
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the BN would continue to bring devel opnent to Sabah

"I'n the past when Sabah was rul ed by a non-Barisan party, there was no
devel opnent.

"In fact, the people did not have water and electricity. But the BN
managed to change that for the better,” he said.

Abdul | ah al so congratul ated the Sabah BN and thanked the voters for
their support.
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