21/ 03/ 1999

PM We're trying to neet denand

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said today the Sunga
Sel angor dam project is being carried out to neet the increasing denand
for piped water in the Kl ang Vall ey.

The Prime M nister said those against the project had given an
i npression that they were doing so to protect the interests of the Orang
Asli comunity in the area

"Those chanpioning the rights of the Orang Asli were not concerned
previously. They have highlighted the matter now and wi sh to take
advantage of the situation," he said to reporters after handi ng over keys
to buyers of Taman Bunga Raya | ow cost housi ng project at Bukit Beruntung
about 50km from here.

The Prime M nister was asked to comment on the opposition fromsone
quarters agai nst the damproject, saying that it would displace two Orang
Asli settlenments in the area.

"Actually, they have no interest at all. (On the other hand) the
Governnent | ooks into the welfare of Orang Asli."

Dr Mahathir said it would be easier if the people said that they did not
want the additional water supply.

"The problemis that they want roads but (are) not willing to pay tolls,
need water but do not want the damto be built."
The RML. 96 billion dam to be built across Sungai Sel angor near Kual a

Kubu Baru in Hulu Sel angor, will be constructed by a consortium conpri sing
Ganuda Berhad, Land and General's Tan Sri Wan Azni WAn Hanzah and Kunpul an
Darul Ehsan Berhad.

The project is part of a water supply schene called the Sungai Sel angor
Wat er Supply Schene, Phase Three.

Besi des the 110-netre dam the project will involve the construction of
two water treatnment plants, a newroad to replace the flooded portion of
the Kual a Kubu Baru-Bukit Fraser road and the rel ocation of two Orang Asli
settlenments as well as the Pertak Youth Training Centre.

However, the construction of the damwould only begin after the
Depart ment of Environnment approves the Environnental |npact Assessnent
report.
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