18/ 09/ 1999
PM W care for all, whether rich or poor

Joni st on Bangkuai

LAHAD DATU, Thurs. - The Governnment will not ignore the interests of the
rich while giving priority to poverty eradication, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d t oday

The Prime Mnister said businessmen who did well would pay nore in taxes
to the Governnent.

He said these taxes could be used to bring greater devel opnent to the
nation, including inproving the living standard of the hardcore poor.

"The rich are |like the goose which |ays gol den eggs and we want themto
continue | aying as nany gol den eggs as possible."

Dr Mahathir said 28 per cent of every RML profit made by busi nessnen
went to the Government.

He said taxes collected by the Government woul d not be abused but wi sely
used for the benefit of the people and the country.

He said the Government's objective was to ensure that all segnents of
the conmmunity fromthe very poor to the very rich prospered.

"The Governnent's policy is to assist the very poor, those who are not
poor and the very rich," he said, adding that no one should be | eft out
fromthe Governnment's devel opnent efforts.

The Prime M nister was speaking at the | aunch of a Hardcore Poor
Er adi cati on Programme involving the cultivation of 11,000 hectares of oi
pal min Bagahak, about 50km from here.

The project, the first of its kind in Sabah, is a joint venture between
State-owned Sawit G oup of Conpanies and small hol ders i n Bagahak, which
comes under the hardcore poor category.

Moot ed by the State Governnment, the joint venture is expected to bring
dual benefits - to generate revenue for the State and to eradi cate poverty
anong the hardcore poor.

Under the project, small hol ders are given the chance to own shares in
this viable project.

The inpl ementation of the project is expected to open doors for
busi nesses, pave the way for infrastructure devel opnent and a host of
other spin-offs in rural devel opnment.

Dr Mahathir presented equity certificates to 200 hardcore poor fanilies
who wi Il be given four hectares of land with mature oil palm

Congratul ating the State Government for initiating the project, the
Prime Mnister said Mal aysia is, perhaps the only country in the world
whi ch had formul ated a conprehensi ve programe to assist the hardcore
poor .

He sai d under the conprehensive poverty eradi cation programme, the
Governnent built houses for the hardcore poor and provided themwth
opportunities to be self-reliant.

Citing the successes of Ml aysians |ike Datuk Azhar Mansor, who
ci rcumavi gated the gl obe al one, he called on the people to be brave in
faci ng chal | enges.

"Mal aysi ans of today are no |longer afraid to conpete with the
international comunity ... what others can do, with determ nation and
hard work we al so can do," he said to shouts of "Ml aysia Boleh' fromthe
8, 000 crowd.

Anmong t hose present were Chief Mnister Datuk Gsu Sukam and State
M ni ster of Rural Devel opnent and Entrepreneurial Datuk Nasir Tun Sakaran
and ot her State Cabinet Mnisters.



Stressing that the Barisan Nasional government had been fair to the
peopl e irrespective of their race and religion, he said communal - based
political parties, such as the Parti Bersatu Sabah, should be rejected.

He said unity and political stability was only possible under the BN
governnent because it had ensured that the interests of all the
comuni ti es were guar ant eed

Dr Mahat hir advi sed the people not to make a m stake in the com ng
general election by voting for a party which did not have the interest of
the people at heart.

"I'f we choose the right governnent like the BN, we will continue to
enj oy many benefits," he said.

After functions in Lahad Datu and Tawau, Dr Mahathir attended a cl osed-
door meeting in Kota Kinabalu with Sabah Umo | eaders this afternoon.

He briefed the | eaders on the need for Umo to ensure a Bari san Nasi ona
victory in the forthcom ng general el ection.

Tonorrow, Dr Mahathir will be in Kundasang to flag off the 15th Wrld
Mount ai n Runni ng Tr ophy.

He will deliver a speech at the national BN youth convention in
Kundasang before returning to Kual a Lunpur.
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