14/ 09/ 1999
PM Malaysia willing to send troops to East Ti nor

Kamar ul Yunus

MALAYSI A is prepared and willing to send troops to East Tinor under the
United Nations (UN) peacekeeping force, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d.

Speaki ng to newsnmen after opening a four-day 12t h Conmonweal th Law
Conference in Petaling Jaya yesterday, Dr Mahathir said UN secretary-
general Kofi Annan had asked hi mwhet her Mal aysia could contribute forces
i f needed.

"I told him (Annan), Ml aysia said yes. W are quite willing to serve in
East Tinmor and if it is fine with everybody, we will send our troops
there," he said.

Dr Mahat hir was asked whet her Mal aysia would send its troops to East

Ti mor as I ndonesia has agreed to allow an international peacekeeping force
t here.

Thousands of East Tinorese are feared to have been killed and tens of

t housands rmade honel ess in the ranpage by pro-Jakarta mlitias, follow ng
t he August 30 UN-supervised referendum in which the magjority of East

Ti norese voted for i ndependence.

| ndonesi a President B.J. Habibie, in a nationally tel evised speech after
meeting with top officials, including arned forces chief General Wranto
on Sunday, agreed that the suffering in East Tinor had to stop

i medi atel y.

As such, Indonesia had to bowto overwhel ming international pressure to
agreed to |l et foreign peacekeeping troops into bl oodi ed East Ti nor.

| ndonesi a had repeatly bal ked at international pressure to | et ouside
troops into the territory.

Fol | owi ng the decision taken |ast Sunday, it will be the first tinme
armed foreign trrops have been allowed into I ndonesia since it won

i ndependence fromthe Dutch nore than 50 years ago.

Habi bi e' s announcenent followed neetings with his Cabinet, mlitary
chiefs and a UN Security Council teamthat toured the ruined capital of
East Tinmor, Dili.

On Malaysia's call for refornms in the UN, especially those concerning
the veto powers by five permanent menbers of the UN Security Council, Dr
Mahathir said it will serve no purpose as such proposals will only be
falling on deaf ears.

In a country where the Governnent is feudal, Dr Mahathir said reform
becones difficult as the constitution would require consent of the feuda
rul er.

"And, currently the feudal rulers is not going to give consent. So,

there is nothing nuch we can do. We are small countries, we have to grim
and bear it," he said.

Earlier in his speech, Dr Mahathir said the structure and the role of
the UN have not been subjected to any updating in keeping with the tines.
"It is ridiculous that this inportant world body is still tethered to the
results of the Wrld War fought 50 years ago. The victory of certain
nations in that war seens to entitle themto hegenony over the UN and the
worl d forever.

"The Permanent Five will not yield to anyone nor forego their veto
rights. Anyone of themcan frustrate the rest of the 170 odd nmenbers of
the UN," he said.

Dr Mahathir said while the undenocratic power may well sit with China



and Russia, the other three countries - the US, Britan and France - preach
denocracy ad nauseam
"Thus, it does not becone themto be blatantly feudal and undenocratic
in the UN when they so vehenently insist that every country nust be
denocratic,” he said.
Dr Mahathir noted that the Permanent Five controls the affairs of the UN
and prevents any di ssenting voice frombei ng heard.
"At tinmes, they even ignore international |aws and practices. Thus, they
woul d think nothing of arresting the |eader of a country and trying him
under the laws of their own country,” he said.
Despite being menbers of the UN, Dr Mahathir said small countries seek
no redress agai nst the oppressive measure taken agai nst them
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