15/ 10/ 1999
PM W hope to produce own racing car

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Mal aysia hopes to produce its own racing car when
it has acquired the autonotive engi neering capability, Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today.

He said greater interest by the public in notor sports could help
accel erate the process of acquiring the capability.

Thi s was because the autonotive industry was not only confined to
produci ng notor vehicles but also the devel opnent of notor sports.

"I hope it will catch on and hel p enhance our capability in autonotive
engi neering so that we can produce our own racing cars which are
conparable (in quality) with those produced by other countries," he said
when opening the two-week KL Mdtorsports Show '99 at the Putra World Trade
Centre.

Dr Mahat hir sai d Mal aysi a had achi eved consi derabl e success in the
autonotive industry, noving froma country which inported cars to one
assenbl i ng and nmanufacturing them

"Since the production of the first Proton cars in 1985, we have now
acquired the capability to produce and test cars. W are al so designing
cars suited to our climatic conditions."

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent would |ike to see youths participating
i n organi sed notorsports activities instead of being involved in unhealthy
activities like illegal racing.

"I hope our youths will channel their energy and interest towards
activities which are safer and nore organi sed,” he said, adding that the
Gover nnent had al ways pl aced i nportance on the devel opnent of notor
sports.

Wth the skill and experience gained in sanctioned races, he said, they
could then aimto participate in the F3000 category and eventually becone
F1 drivers.

Dr Mahathir called on organi sers of notor sports events to get the
participation of the various age groups in their progranmes.

On the Petronas Mal aysian Grand Prix on Sunday, the Prime Mnister said
it was no easy feat as several other countries in Asia were interested in
hosting the F1 race.

(END)



	PM: We hope to produce own racing car (NST 15/10/1999)

