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PM Duty to give nation right |eader

P. Sel varani in London
PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad will not step down until he
is able to hand over the | eadership of the country to an able and
qual i fied person.

He said that although he would be happy to step down, he could not do so
until he was assured that Ml aysia was in the hands of the right kind of
| eader.

"My responsibility is to ensure that Mal aysia gets the right kind of
| eadership. For as long as | have that influence on the choice of the next
| eader of the country, | will stay," he said at a dial ogue with nearly 500
Mal aysi an students at Mal aysia Hall on Saturday evening.

The Prime M nister said he was not inportant but what he did was
i mportant and that it would affect the future of the country.

“I'f I amthrown out of office, it does not nake a difference to ne.
have been in office for 17 years.

"There is nowhere higher |I can go. | cannot becone the king of this
country.

"l have been the Prine Mnister far |onger than any other Prine
Mnister. | don't want anything el se," he added.

"Even if | amcursed, even if | amtold that |I should resign and go
away, | will still stay because | have a duty to perform

"What people call nme is irrelevant. | have got everything that | have

want ed. What else can | want? | have reached the highest office in ny
country. So, what else do | want?.

"If I amgiven a choice, | would rather resign and spend ny tinme doing
good deeds (ibadat) and also wite a few things," he added.

Dr Mahathir said he would not allow snide remarks by certain quarters
prevent himfromperformng his duty.

"I have a duty to performand | will perform(it)," he said.

He said he was al so facing the dilemma of maki ng deci si ons whi ch woul d
benefit the country but not go down well with the rakyat.

"It is not the Malay Dil emma but the Mahathir Dil emma where | nmake a
deci sion for the good of the country and not for ny own popul arity.

"Qthers may dispute it. They can curse ne and say | amvengeful and not
consi derat e.

"But to me, it's not whether | am popul ar but what | do is right or
wong. Wiat | do is for ny country,"” he said.

He said the Governnent's recent decision to increase toll rates was a
move which did not win favour with the rakyat.

He sai d nobody would want to pay toll and the Governnent would have to
make everything free if the Governnment wanted to be popul ar

However, he said, this would create further problens as the Governnent
woul d then need to source the funds for the construction and mai nt enance
of hi ghways fromrevenue ear ned.

This would, in turn, reduce the allocation of funds for other deserving
proj ects such as educational institutions.

"So, what is our choice? If | build a toll-free road, | cannot have a
uni versity. You can have one but not the other. The Governnent has to,
t herefore, make a choice."

Speaki ng at a Press conference later, the Prime Mnister said Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi been asked for the tine being to assune the
responsibilities of the Umo deputy president until the party el ections



were hel d.

He said this was because he needed to have a deputy party president to
deal with certain party matters.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, said although he had wanted to
|l et the party chose the deputy president, he needed to fill the vacuum
pendi ng party elections to be held after the general el ection.
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