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PMR: Exam Syndi cate | ooking into cl ains

Carol yn Hong

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Exam nation Syndicate is | ooking into clains
that the 1999 Penil ai an Menengah Rendah hi story paper contai ned four
errors.

Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said he did not want to
comment further until he heard fromthe syndicate's history experts.

"There is always an el enent of subjectivity in history. Sonetines, there
are differences of opinion on what had actual ly happened in history.

"The questions may not be wong. Let's wait and see what the pane
says," he said before closing a seninar for Chinese school principals
t oday.

He was comrenting on historian Ranjit Singh Mal hi's claimthat questions
21, 36, 43 and 57 contained factual and typographical errors.

H's claimwas contained in a letter to the Editor published in the New
Straits Tinmes today.

Naji b said the questions were vetted by a panel of experts.

Asked to comrent on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s
speech earlier which touched on teachers' responsibilities, Najib said
there were national school teachers who brought politics into the
classroombut they were in the mnority.

He said going by the yardstick of exam nation results, there had in fact
been i nprovenents every year, showi ng that many teachers had done their
j obs wel .

Naji b said Chinese schools generally had an above-average pass rate for
nati onal exam nati ons.

Asked about the Chinese School Principals Association's appeal for nore
teachers, he said fromnext year, the Mnistry would conduct wal k-in
interviews in all States for intake into training colleges.

Asked about requests to have the Ujian Penil ai an Sekol ah Rendah nmoved to
a date which was closer to the end of the school year, he said the exam
would rermain as it is.

The Mnistry had studied all factors including the tinmetable for other
exam nations and al so the need for the UPSR results to be out in tinme for
students to prepare to enter secondary school
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