15/ 08/ 1999
PM Export only quality goods

Sar ban Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Mal aysi an manufacturers nust ensure their products
are of world standard before they decide to export, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d t oday

The Prime Mnister said if they exported sub-standard goods, it would
tarnish the country's reputation

"I would like to advise everyone not to try to market inferior goods as
this will give Malaysia a bad reputation.

"Pl ease do renmenber that when you produce anything, it nust be of
quality or at the very least, it nmust conformto the description of your
goods, " he said.

He sai d producers mnust inprove on their goods fully before they begin to
export, adding that they should be as exactly as described in their
brochur es.

In their haste to export, nmanufacturers must never conpronise on
quality.

He said this at the opening of the Second Expo Cintai Ml aysia 1999 at
the M nes Exhibition Centre in Seri Kenbangan.

Three hundred and forty conpani es, occupyi ng 614 boot hs, are exhibiting
their locally-nmade products at the expo which will be held until Aug 22.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent's policy of buying goods fromits
tradi ng partners, especially the devel oping countries, still renained.

"Al t hough we want Mal aysi ans to buy Ml aysi an- nade goods, it does not
mean we want to stop buying fromother countries. W would want to buy a
I ot of things from other devel oping countries because we feel that we can
hel p them bal ance their trade," he said.

"It is not for us to just export and not buy things from other people.
We feel if we buy goods fromour trading partners, they will be in a
better position to buy our goods," he said.

Dr Mahathir said by hel ping others to prosper, Ml aysia too would
pr osper.

He said when Mal aysia was facing an econom ¢ downturn, it was unable to
be of nmuch help to its trading partners, in particular the devel oping
countries, and nei ghbours.

He said that this was because Ml aysi a had decided to conserve its
strength (financial capacity) to help its econony recover.

He said there was a need to pronote Ml aysi an- nade goods as Ml aysi ans
by large did not have faith in their products.

For a long tine, Mlaysians only bought inported goods from devel oped
countries as they assuned their own goods were not as good as inported
ones.

"It is sometimes very difficult for the Governnent to persuade the
consuners to buy Made-in- Ml aysi a goods.

"W want Mal aysi ans to know that their products are of world quality and
coul d be marketed worl dwi de," he said.

Dr Mahat hir sai d many Mal aysi ans shoppi ng abroad nust have seen branded
goods bearing Made-i n- Mal aysi a | abel s.

"How many tines have we bought goods (abroad) only to find they were
actually made in Malaysia. Others (foreigners) are prepared to accept our
goods, we nust be prepared to do so too," he said.

The expo has been acknow edged as the | argest ever held in the country
by the Mal aysi a Book of Records.



The event is organi sed by the Kual a Lunmpur/ Sel angor Chi nese Chanber of
Conmer ce and I ndustry (KLSCCCl) in collaboration with the Ml aysi a
I nternational Exhibition and Show oom

The fair ainms to encourage Mal aysians to buy | ocal products, to pronpote
the donestic market and to explore the export market.

The organi sers also invited about 500 del egates from Chi na and Asean
countries, anbassadors and hi gh conmi ssioners to the event.

Among the itenms and services exhibited are i nformation technol ogy,
facilities in financial institutions, properties, hotels, food and
beverages, autonotive and househol d products.

KLSCCCI president Datuk LimGuan Tei k said the organi sers were convi nced
that | ocal products could conpete effectively if pronoted well.
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