03/ 12/ 1999

PM It's tine for private sector to play lead role

THE tine has cone for the private sector and entrepreneurs to take over
the Governnment's role in | eading the aerospace industry, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad sai d yesterday.

The Prime M nister added that many opportunities were available with
gover nnment assi st ance

He said to ensure that Ml aysia becane a regional and international
aer ospace pl ayer, the Government had consolidated the key players of the
i ndustry after taking the lead in the devel opi ng phase.

"I am happy to note that in such a short period of slightly over two
years, we have made significant progress," he said when | aunchi ng the
Mal aysi an Aerospace | ndustry Association in Langkaw .

The Government, he said, had identified the aerospace industry as a
critical industrial base for the future.

The aerospace i ndustry was technol ogy-intensive and suitable for the
nation with fast-grow ng skilled | abour, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the | ocal aerospace manufacturing sector had achi eved
international recognition follow ng orders of nore than US$40 mllion
(RML52 million).

The international custoner base had al so expanded and covered the entire
spectrumincluding mlitary and commercial aircraft, as well as space and
satellite equi pment.

( END)



	PM: It's time for private sector to play lead role (NST 03/12/1999)

