21/ 09/ 1999

PM Governnent will weather attenpts to incite denos, riots

KANGAR, Mon. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad said attenpts
by Datuk Seri Anwar lbrahimto incite denonstrations and riots will not
affect the strength and credibility of the Barisan Nasional Governnent.

The BN, he said, would continue to defend the country fromfalling into
the hands of those who |ied to the peopl e through canpaigns carried out by
opposi tion parti es.

"It's true that Anwar had tried to threaten the BN Governnent through
street denonstrations in Kuala Lunmpur. This is an attenpt ... but it wll
not threaten the Governnent.

"It may worsen the econony a bit

"Maybe these things will happen but our country can still be defended by
t he credi bl e BN Gover nnent . "

Speaking at a gathering of Perlis BN | eaders at the Dewan \Wari san today,
the BN chairman said there was no other alternative party to BN

He said only BN coul d devel op the country and the Opposition's
"alternative front" could never achi eve what BN had achi eved, particularly
the practice of power-sharing anong the races.

He sai d because there was peace, the Governnent could concentrate on
efforts to revive the econony.

Al so present at the gathering of about 2,000 people were Menteri Besar
Dat uk Seri Shahi dan Kassim Ummo secretary-general and | nformation
M ni ster Tan Sri Mhd Khalil Yaakob and Umo information chief Datuk Dr
Yusof Nor.

In the evening, addressing sone 25,000 people at Stadi um Utam, Dr
Mahat hir said Anwar's supporters had accused a Deputy Mnister fromPerlis
and Dat uk Abdul Aziz Shansuddin, the Prine Mnister's political secretary,
of poisoning the former Deputy Prime M nister.

Dr Mahathir said he received the infornmati on on the allegations today.

The Prime Mnister did not disclose where the information came from nor
the nane of the Deputy Mnister.

Dat uk Azm Khalid, who is Deputy Home Mnister, is the only Deputy
M nister fromPerlis.

"Today, | cane to know that they had accused two people, one a Deputy
M nister fromPerlis for putting poison in the food served to Anwar.

"The other person is ny political secretary who is accused of poisoning
Anwar ... and they had threatened to kill Aziz," the Prinme Mnister said

Dr Mahathir al so questioned whether the urine sanple sent for tests at a
| aboratory in Australia indeed belong to Anwar.

The Prinme M nister said such accusations were not the first for Anwar as
he had, in 1974, alleged that a boy had di ed of hunger (kebuluran) in
Bal i ng, Kedah.

"Because of this, he (Anwar) had incited university students to
denonstrate ... the sane thing he is doing now "

Dr Mahathir also called on Pas nenbers to | eave the party and support
Bari san Nasional as Pas is destroying the country.

He called on themto enul ate sonme DAP nenbers who had | eft the party
because they did not want to be controlled by LimKit Siang and his son
Guan Eng.

Dr Mahat hir sai d Keadil an nenbers who had acquired weal th from Anwar
shoul d al so | eave the party and forget about Anwar.

The people were al so reninded of the failure of two opposition State



Governnents in ruling their respective states and in fighting for the
peopl e' s wel | - bei ng.

He sai d Sabah was underdevel oped under Parti Bersatu Sabah as its | eader
Dat uk Seri Joseph Pairin Kitingan was incapabl e of managing the state's
affairs.

Today, he said the Pas Governnent of Kel antan had also failed to bring
about devel opnent to the state and its people.
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