19 MAY 1999
Mahat hi r - Landsl i des
PM ADVI SES HI LL- TOP CONDO DVWELLERS TO EVACUATE

KUALA LUMPUR, May 19 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, who visited the scene of | andslides at Bukit Antarabangsa here,

t oday advi sed residents of the Athenaeum on the Peak condom niumthere to
evacuate for their own safety.

"If they fear for their safety, then they should evacuate because if it
rains, the earth will [ oosen further and cause nore | andslides and perhaps
even casualties,” he said.

Speaking to reporters later, Dr Mahathir said the affected residents
shoul d not think only about the confort of living in their own hones but
i nstead | ook at the | andslides as a m shap.

Several |andslides occurred on the slopes of Bukit Antarabangsa | ast
Sat urday rendering apartment bl ocks at the At henaeum and Wangsa Hei ghts
unsafe for occupation.

"This is like a nmisfortune. Can't be like before. Can't think so much
about the confort of own homes. Here we see a | uxury condom nium Every day
we get to see squatter hones being razed by fires," said Dr Mahathir.

He acknow edged that the Bukit Antarabangsa slopes close to the two
bui |l di ngs were very steep

"The rocks are fragnmented, so not very reliable," he said.

Asked whet her hill-slope devel opnment woul d have to be stopped, the
prime mnister said it was up to the state governnents to decide on this.

However, Dr Mahathir said the governnent would certainly want to see
devel oprment on hill slopes be subjected to stricter conditions including
better treatnment of steep gradients.

On whether |land matters should be under the jurisdiction of the Federa
Governnent, he said | and was a sensitive matter.

"It (land) is a sensitive matter because |and matters are under the
state. Sone states may not want to give up anything," he said.

The prime minister said that even his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah
Mohd Al'i had predicted that an incident |ike the 1993 Hi ghl and Towers
tragedy woul d recur one day.

"During the | ast H ghland Towers anniversary, ny wife wote to the New
Straits Tinmes after neeting H ghland Towers residents, she only used her
initials. As | was com ng here today, she said had expected such as a
m shap to occur. If she can think that way, | reckon many others think
i kewi se,"” Dr Mahathir said.

During the hour-long tour of the area the prine mnister was
acconpani ed by Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Omar, chairman
of the Bukit Antarabangsa Energency Conmittee and state executive
councill or Datuk Fuad Hassan as well|l as Anpang Jaya Muini ci pal Counci
presi dent Mohamad Ni k

At the close of the press conference, about 50 condomni niumdwellers
present shouted "Hi dup Mahathir" (long Iive Mahathir).
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