15/ 11/ 1999

PM Gve full support to Barisan Nasional candi dates

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today said nenbers of
the Bari san Nasional coalition should not question the candi dates
appointed to contest in the Nov 29 polls once the final |ist was out.

The BN chairman said the |ist woul d be deci ded by the | eadership of the
coalition.

He said the only factor that could |lead to BN s defeat was the tussle
for seats anmong nenbers of the coalition. Thus, any decision made by the
| eader shi p shoul d be respected.

"There shoul d be no questions once the |ist of candidates has been
finalised. The BN | eadership will decide on the best candi dates and this
deci si on shoul d be respect ed.

"W can only win if we are disciplined," Dr Mahathir said when
addressing the BN Youth and Wanita el ection machinery at the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre here.

Al so present was BN director of elections Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob and
Yout h and Wanita | eaders of conponent parties.

Dr Mahathir said once the candi date was appointed, all conponent parties
shoul d work together to ensure victory.

"W nust see that candi date as the appoi ntee of Barisan Nasional...who
represents the dacing (the BN synbol)," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the election was not a popularity test.

"The election is to get the people's nandate to establish a Governnent
whi ch can bring nore prosperity and devel opnent. "

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysi ans did not want a Governnment which was
appoi nted by (US vice-president) Al -Gore or controlled by the
I nternati onal Monetary Fund but one that was voted in by the people.
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