22/ 09/ 1999
PM Instil sense of responsibility

Zubai dah Abu Bakar; Shahrum Sayut i
KANGAR, Tues.- Teachers and | ecturers nust instill in their students a
sense of responsibility towards the country and the future generati on.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said as educators, they
were al so responsi bl e for noul di ng students who would be resilient and
capabl e of defending the nation.

"They have to instil love for the country, race and the future
generation in students," he said when opening the RV65 m||ion Maktab
Perguruan Perlis in Behor Pulai, today.

Dr Mahathir said he was sad that sone educators had misused their
position in schools and higher |earning institutions to poison the m nds
of their students. "They try to influence their students, draw their
attention to politics and continue to incite hatred of people who had
supported their studies."

He said al though some were payi ng students, they were only paying a
smal |l fraction of the actual fees and their studies were still supported
by the Governnent. "Despite this, they choose not to utilise the
facilities fully because they had been incited by politicians and by their
teachers and | ecturers.

"Due to their involvenent in activities which do not benefit them their
academ ¢ performance is poor and this is sad because people before them
had to strive very hard in their quest for know edge due to | ack of
educational opportunities. "It also defeats the purpose of our forner
| eaders in formul ati ng an educati on systemai ned to benefit the people.™

Al so present were Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassim Education
M ni ster Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak and Information M nister Tan Sri Mhd
Khal i I Yaacob.

Dr Mahathir al so said without know edge, it would be difficult for the
people to fight for the well-being of the race and religion.

"Today we see Muslinms being oppressed by their enemies in countries |ike
Kosovo and Bosni a- Her zegovi na and we are sad because Mislins do not have
the know edge with which to defend thenselves. It is useless to tal k about
Islam c civilisation because the situation is nowdifferent," he said.

Later, at the ground-breaking cerenobny of a State public housing project
at Jal an Sekol ah Menengah Derna, Dr Mahathir said the Governnent woul d
continue to provide housing for the [ower inconme group. He also said the
Governnent had to raise the ceiling prices of | ow cost houses from
RWR5,000 a unit in certain places because of varied | and prices but
assured that the prices were still reasonable.

Dr Mahat hir hoped that neasures were taken to ensure only those eligible
were alloted | ow cost houses as sone people living in squatter houses were
found to own expensive refrigerators and drive Proton and Mercedes cars.

He expressed regret over the reluctance of sone housing devel opers to
buil d | ow cost houses despite Government's insistance. "They shoul d adhere
to the Government guidelines that they use sone of the huge profits earned
by building the nmedi um and hi gh cost houses to finance the building of the
| ow cost houses."

( END)
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