05/ 06/ 1999
PM No decision yet on Harun Din's successor

Kamar ul Yunus

THE Governnent has a |ist of candidates to replace El ecti on Conm ssion
chai rman Datuk Harun Din, who will retire soon, but it has yet to nake any
deci si on yet.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad said there are severa

candi dates to repl ace Harun, whose contract expired on June 21, after
being at the hel mof the commi ssion for nine years.

"The tinme has come (for Harun to retire) ... we have al ready extended

(his contract) nmany tinmes as chairman," Dr Mahathir told newsnmen at the KL
I nternational Airport in Sepang yesterday upon his arrival hone after a

si x-day working visit to Japan

Dr Mahat hir was asked whether the Governnent has candi dates to replace
Harun or retain himfor another term

Harun announced in Johor Baru yesterday that he is retiring as El ection
Commi ssi on chai r man.

"My retirenment is provided for in the Constitution considering that | am
now 65. It is the sanme for judges ...," he was quoted by Bernama as saying
before making a farewell call on Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghan

O hman.

Harun was appoi nted El ecti on Conm ssion chai rman on Cctober 1 1990.

On whether Harun's decision toretire will affect the snooth operation

of the El ection Conmission, especially for the com ng general election, Dr
Mahat hir said he does not think so as Harun "has al ready put everything in
pl ace".

On the coming general election, Dr Mahathir said the Governnent will not
call a snap electionif it is not prepared.

"W (the Government) are still not ready. Wien we are ready we will call
for the election,” he said, in response to suggestions that the general
election is just round the corner followi ng the Governnent's approval of a
speci al paynent of RMBO0 each for civil servants and a pay rise of between
RML50 and RMROO to staff of five statutory bodies.

On the formation of a pact by the Opposition to face Barisan Nasional in
the general election, Dr Mahathir said they are "not strong", despite
their pledge to work together, citing that each party has its respective
obj ectives and agenda.

"At the moment | don't think they are strong and I don't think they are
going to be strong either. This is a marriage of conveni ence between
peopl e who have contrary vi ews.

"One wants to set up a so-called Islamc state, the other doesn't want

an Islamc state but wants a Ml aysi an Mal aysi a i nstead, and then Keadil an
(Parti Keadilan Nasional) is for everything.

"Being everything to everybody, of course, they (Keadilan) |anded up

with stabbing their partners in the back by accepting everybody into their
party," Dr Mahathir said.

For exanple, he added, Keadilan's only objective nowis to obtain the

rel ease of former deputy prinme mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim

"There is no political agenda other than that although they (Keadil an)

may say they have sone interest in refornmasi, justice and all that," he
sai d.

The Prime M nister was al so asked whet her Mal aysia will organise a

second bond issue, follow ng the successful |aunch of a US$1 billion (US$1
= RMB. 80) 10-year gl obal bond in New York | ast week.



"W have not decided on that," he said. In the event of a second bond
i ssue, he added, it has not been deci ded whether it would denom nated in
yen, euro or US doll ar.
Dr Mahathir reiterated that Malaysia's nove to tap the international
bond narket is not just to raise funds, but to establish a benchmark for
the country's credit rating.
"W will see if the market is good or not (for the second bond issue).
Actually, we want to establish a benchmark ... it is not that we really
need the noney. W have to go to the market to show what our worth is and
what our rating is,” he said.
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