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PM Bari san needed to ensure devel opment

Lokman Mansor

BARI SAN Nasi onal (BN) must win the general election because it still has
unfini shed business, Prine Mnister and BN chai rman Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad says.

He said there is still a lot of work that needs to be done to achi eve

the vision of nmaking Malaysia a fully devel oped nation at par w th ot her
devel oped countries in the world.
"This is not possible to achieve sinply through the passage of tine.
There is a lot of work to do," Dr Mahathir said when | aunching a nation-
bui l di ng canp for BN Wanita nenbers in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.
He said the devel opnment of a country takes a long tine and is not a one-
day affair. Wile sone areas in Mal aysia may be fully devel oped, there are
still others which are |l eft behind.
Dr Mahathir said with the increasing role of information and digita
technol ogy, for exanple, there is a need to educate and equi p Mal aysi ans
with these new skills, as well as to prepare the necessary infrastructure
He said this long-termvision and the cl ose cooperati on anobng BN s 14
conmponent parties to develop the country is what sets the National Front
apart fromthe Opposition's "Alternative Coalition"
"W have a vision, they don't. Their coalition is a coalition for the
el ections, while ours is a coalition for the nation's devel opnent. The BN
is not a fly-by-night party like the Qpposition. Qur marriage is a
per manent one," Dr Mhathir said.
BN nust be victorious in the coning general election because only BN can
| ead the country towards greater heights, he said, adding that sone of
BN s successes over the years include racial harnony, peace and stability,
affirmati ve action for Bum puteras, and industrialisation.
"The BN concept is a wi nning concept, whether it is in the social
aspect, politics or the econonmy. That is why we nmust continue to support
BN. Individuals do not matter. It is BN that fornms the Governnment. |If only
Il winin the elections and BN loses, it is of no use either,” Dr Mahathir
sai d.
He call ed on BN conmponent parties to put aside personal feelings and
cl ose ranks once candi dates for the general election are announced, and to
support themregardl ess of their respective conponent politica
affiliation.
"Once we determ ne the candi dates, there should be no nore questions. BN
must cl ose ranks when the decision (of candidates) is nade, no nmatter how
bitter it is to accept. W nust put aside our personal feelings," he
added.
Dr Mahathir said the conponent parties in the Opposition's coalition,
meanwhi | e, are already arguing over seat allocation and candi dates for the
el ection. Dr Mahathir said he doubts the coalition - conprising Pas, DAP
PRM and Keadilan - will be able to agree on a workabl e sol ution.
"Keadi | an, for exanple, has no bargaining clout. Their first struggle
will be howto get keadilan (justice) fromtheir friends in the
coalition," he added.
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