15/ 09/ 1999
PM There shouldn't be any personal loyalty

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The Prime Mnister said today the people shoul d not
support himon a personal basis but because he is the | eader of a party
and Government that are striving to devel op the country.

"There shoul d not be any personal loyalty. O else, if | were to | eave
Umo or the Governnent, you (supporters) will have to follow nme," Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad said at a neet-the-people session in Taman
Keramat that concluded his two-day working visit to Sel angor.

Expressing his gratitude to the people who turned up in the thousands to
greet himon his arrival and the shouts of "H dup Mahathir" (Long Live
Mahat hir), he said extending the right formof support was inportant as
sone peopl e tended to "worship" their | eaders.

"W support soneone because he is the | eader of a party and not because
of the person...if he “junps' into the ravine, we do not have to foll ow
his act."

Citing the | eadership and adm nistration of the country's three forner
Prime M nisters, he said they had received the right kind of support from
the people as attested by the snooth transfer of power.

Dr Mahathir said | eaders were useful when they adhered and subscribed to
the party's struggl e.

"Do not practise blind obedience to a | eader until we cannot see his
weaknesses. "

Al luding to his forner deputy, Dr Mahathir said after being sacked from
the party, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mturned agai nst Umo which had given
hi mthe opportunity to clinb to the top

This showed he was acting out of self-interest. He was al so now
criticising the Barisan Nasi onal Government as being cruel and unjust but
had chosen to remain quiet when in office

This showed how i nportant it was to choose | eaders who were conmtted to
the party's struggle and interest of the nation.

Dr Mahathir said Umo was set up to serve the country and not because it
disliked or wanted to ruin other parties, unlike the Opposition such as
Pas.

He said Pas' agenda was not to develop the country but to topple the BN
Governnent and teach its nmenbers to hate Umo, such as | abelling the party
as being less Islamc.

"What right do they have to say that? What is their ainf? The answer is
toinstil hatred anong their followers agai nst the Government and its
| eaders. "

Dr Mahathir later witnessed a pledge of loyalty to the Prine M nister
and the Governnent fromall BN MPs and State Assenbl ynen in Sel angor |ed
by Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Omar.

The Prime M nister also handed over land titles to residents of Kanpung
Sg Sering, Kg Melayu Sri Kundang and Anpang Canpuran and keys to squatter
fam lies fromKg Banjar in Gonbak who were given | owcost units in Tanman
Bol t on.

At a Press conference |ater, elaborating on his call for the peopl e not
to practise personal loyalty, Dr Mahathir said he felt indebted to Umo
because he would not be the Prime Mnister or receive support fromthe
people if not for the party.

He said Sel angor Umo was ready to face the general election anytine.
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