19/ 03/ 1999

Pol i ce investigating slander against Dr M other |eaders

KUALA LUVPUR, Thurs. - Police are investigating the sources of slanderous
statenments made against Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad and
ot her governnent | eaders.

Deputy | nspector-General of Police Tan Sri Norian Mii today said police
were nmonitoring all slanderous statenents, including news reports, which
anounted to incitenent.

Nori an, however, declined to say whether police had identified the
i ndi vidual s or groups responsi ble for such acts.

"Wt are studying the statenents dissem nated, and we take note of the
PM s observation," Norian told Bernama here.

Dr Mahathir said | ast night the slandering of governnent | eaders was a
security probl emwhich could not be taken lightly.

Nori an, who is discharging the duties of the I1GP, said police viewed the
matter seriously.

Pol i ce investigations need not necessarily be based on reports received,
especially if it concerned national security.

Dr Mahat hir, speaking after an Umo Suprene Council neeting, said the
sl anderers had becone so bold as to urge Miuslins to assassi nate gover nnent
| eaders.

He said the statenments were tape-recorded and distributed throughout the
country.

In Klang, MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said the
circulation of audi o tapes containi ng speeches by unnamed persons urgi ng
Muslims to resort to violence was the work of groups out to create
m schi ef.

He said only such people would resort to such dirty and under-handed
tactics.

Saying the matter could not be taken lightly, Dr Ling said there was
al ways the smal|l percentage who woul d believe the Iies and sl ander.

"The majority of Malaysians are | evel -headed and can dismiss this as
madness but we nust be careful with those who may choose unorthodox
solutions,” he said after |aunching the Star Cruises simulation centre.

I n Kual a Terengganu, Deputy Sci ence, technol ogy and Environnment M nister
Dat uk Abu Bakar Daud said the Government had set up a body to counter the
wong i nformation, slander and all egations spread through the Internet
agai nst the country's | eaders and the Governnent.

It was supported by non-governnental organisations and woul d, through
the Internet, give a true picture of the situation.

"The people will be given the facts in various issues raised in the
I nternet which are wong and ill-intended, whether in econony, politics,
education, social and international relations," he said.

He was speaking to reporters after |aunching the Kunmpul an Ekonomi
Nel ayan at Kanpung Pantai Batu Buruk today. Al so present was Fisheries
Depart ment director Abdul Rahman Mohanad.

In Kota Baru, Deputy Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Senator
Dat uk I brahimAli chall enged peopl e who made wi |l d accusations and threats
against Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad to come out in the
open.

He said if they were responsi bl e people they should be bold enough to
cone forward and file their case in the courts

He said hiding their identity in tape recordi ngs would only show t hat



t hey were cowards.

"If they are responsible and truly want to prove their accusations, cone
forward so that | egal proceedings can be taken,” he told reporters during
his visit to the Kota Baru court house today.
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