17/ 02/ 1999
PM s nationwi de tour to explain political situation

Kamar ul Yunus

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad says he will begin a

nati onwi de tour after his visit to Sabah this week to counter an "intense
propaganda" that has been nmounted by certain quarters to destabilise the
country.

Dr Mahathir said certain quarters are out to tarnish the i mage of the
country and destabilise harnony using various nmeans, including an
"unprecedent ed Chi nese New Year nessage fromjail".

Speaki ng to newsnen after attending a Gong Xi Fa Cai |unch hosted by

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environment M nister Datuk Law Hieng Ding in Kual a
Lunpur, Dr Mahathir said this intense propaganda nay confuse and i nfl uence
many peopl e.

Dr Mahat hir sai d he does not expect everyone to accept his explanation
but he has the responsibility to explain to the people of the politica

si tuati on.

"l have explained to the peopl e about the econom c problens. As a
politician, it is ny duty (to explain to the people) about the politica
situation," he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said although the party has
programres to explain to the people of the situation, such efforts should
not end there.

"When there is such a problem everybody should play a role and | al so

have the responsibility to explain. | amsatisified with Umo's
performance but the party has to maxinise its efforts to explain to the
people."

He said Mal aysi an students abroad were al so confused with the current
political and economic problens and were so influenced by the I ndonesi an
situation that they thought problens in Malaysia will be resol ved when the
Prime M nister steps down.
Dr Mahathir had nmet with Ml aysi an students in London enroute to Jamai ca
for last week's Group of 15 sunmmit.
He is visiting Sabah for three days starting tomorrow as a run-up to the
com ng state el ection which may be called anytine fromnow until next
nont h.
On his neeting with French President Jacques Chirac | ast Saturday, Dr
Mahat hir said the President had told himthat Paris will not interfere
with the donmestic affairs of other countries.
"No, President Chirac said he does not interfere in domestic affairs of
ot her countries unlike sonme people who would like to direct us on howto
run our country. (President Chirac) says Malaysia's internal problemis
not a concern to him" he said, when asked if the country's political
affairs were di scussed during their neeting.
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