19/ 06/ 1999

PM s address gets praises fromUmo, BN | eaders

UWNO president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s address at the Ummo
General Assenbly drew praise fromparty and Bari san Nasional (BN) |eaders
yest erday, who commended the frank explanation by the Prine M nister of
the econonmic and political challenges facing the nation.

Umo vice president and Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad
Badawi said Dr Mahathir gave a "clear and brave" expl anation of severa

i mportant issues, including the danger or recol onisation and the reasons
for Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim s sacking.

"This is the first tine the Prinme Mnister has given an expl anati on on
his own behal f about what has happened. Hopefully such an explanation will
establ i sh greater understandi ng anong Ml aysi ans about what has happened, "
he sai d.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said Dr Mahathir gave a frank
and fighting speech that touched on attenpts by currency traders to
under mi ne, subvert and destroy the country.

"I think he told it like it is. The speech touched on t he whol e Anwar

| brahi m saga, a saga of betrayal of his nmentor, how he was schem ng,

pl anning and plotting to overthrow Dr Mahathir. It was an eye-opener for
those who don't understand the whol e epi sode, " he said.

Dr Ling said Dr Mahathir al so expl oded the nyth of a proposed coalition
of opposition parties by showing that they had different ideol ogies and
dreans, yet "sleeping on the same bed of nails".

"They will never sleep peacefully together. Every tine they nove they
feel pain. These are very strange bedfell ows,"” he added.

Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k neanwhil e, said he can
vouch for some of the fiscal and nonetary policies of the Treasury under
Anwar's helmthat actually frustrated efforts to revive the econony.

"We all were reluctant although it was a Cabi net decision. In Cabinet
there is a certain degree of agreement that is given to the Mnister in
charge of the portfolio. I amglad that we took the brave decision in
Septenber to change the direction and renove the inpedi nents and
barriers," he said.

M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu neanwhile, said Dr Mahathir's
speech teaches Mal aysi ans that they nust think of the country first before
their own personal ambitions.

"The future of the country and the power to rule this country nmust be in
t he hands of Ml aysi ans. W can take care of our country and provide for
our people. Nobody has to teach us," he said.

BN secretary general Datuk Mohanmed Rahmat said Dr Mahathir has exposed
directly the reasons for everything that has happened over the past year,
and cl eared any renai ning confusi on or doubts anong the public and Umo
nenbers.

"Umo's strength is inmportant to the BN. A strong Umo nmeans a strong
BN, " he said.

Umo vice president Datuk Seri Najib Razak said the speech was one of
the I ongest and strongest by Dr Mahathir at an Umo General Assenbly. He
said Dr Mahathir spoke sincerely and confidently, and his explanation
about the Anwar issue will strengthen the resolve of Ummo nenbers.
Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah said the speech cleared up what has happened in
Umo for those who still cannot accept the drastic nmeasures taken with
regards to Anwar and the econom c recovery. "I think he has succeeded in



doing this. He expl ai ned everything," he added.
Dat uk Rais Yati mneanwhile, said Dr Mahathir's nmessage for Umo nenbers
to reject those who collaborate with foreigners against the party is in
line with the view that Ml aysians should not becone puppets of foreign
i nterests.
Asked if Dr Mahathir's conments may be held in contenpt of Anwar's
ongoi ng sodomy court case, Rais, a |lawer by training, said he does not
think it is contenptuous.
"He did not nention anything about the court process or procedure. He
did not touch on facts in court. Wat he said were things which were
already largely known so far," he said.
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