17/ 01/ 1999

Ponel o growers seek Dr Ms help

| POH, Sat. - The Federation of Chinese Assenbly Halls in Ml aysia wll
submt a menorandumto Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mphanmad
asking for help to overcone the problemfaced by sone 300 ponel o growers
i n Tambun and Anpang here who have been issued notice to vacate.

Presi dent Datuk Chong Chin Shoong said today the federation would seek
the help of the Prime Mnister as the ponel o growers had exhausted al
avail abl e avenues to find a solution.

"W will get an appointnent to hand over the nenorandumto Dr Mahathir
as soon as possible,"” he told the Press at the Perak Chinese Assenbly
Hal I .

Earlier he received the menmorandum from Ponel o Growers' Associ aton
chai rman Chow Sun whi ch outlined the problens and the possibility of about
1, 000 wor kers being deprived of their livelihood should the 140ha,
conprising several farns in the two areas, have to nake way for
devel oprent .

Chong said the farns generated an annual incone of about RMB million.

"The fruit has al so brought fane to Perak and the denise of the farms
will be a sad episode," he said.

Chow told reporters the farns had been there for the last 30 to 40 years
and the farmers had devel oped i ndi geni ous technol ogy to produce quality
ponel oes.

"Even farners fromother states have visited our farnms to learn howto
cultivate quality fruits with sweet taste,” he said.

He said the soil in Tanmbun and Anpang was the best to growthe fruit.

Chow said the farmers had been maki ng nunerous applications to get
permanent land titles or tenporary occupation |licences over the |ast 10
years but were unsuccessful.

"Now a conpany which has been alienated a big parcel of land in the two
areas has been issuing notices to us to vacate."
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