18/ 11/ 1999
PM Govt will pronote golf-related activities

Adel i ne Ong
THE Governnent is keen to pronmpote golf-related activities as part of
efforts to develop the tourismsector given the substantial contributions
touri smmakes to foreign exchange earnings, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d yest erday.
Speaking at the Wrld Cup Golf Mal aysi a openi ng di nner in Kuala Lunpur,
he said that golfing as a sport is closely linked to tourism
"This is because tourists are greatly attracted to the beautifully
| andscaped greenery of the golf courses and holiday resorts which are
usual |y devel oped together in Ml aysi a.
"Thus, golfers and tourists can find both accommbdati on and gol fi ng
facilities in an attractive surrounding while being able to savour the
culinary and cultural heritage of Ml aysi a.
"Mal aysia currently is a very inexpensive destination, thanks to the
deval uation of the Mal aysian currency," Mhathir said.
He al so said that golf in Malaysia is fast catching up. The rapid
devel opnent of golf courses in Malaysia in the last 10 years is evidence
of this popularity. Currently, there are nore than 200 golf courses in the
country.
"The interest anong Mal aysians to play golf is npbst encouragi ng. This
has been nade especially possible with golf institutions providing
necessary | eadershi p and corporate bodi es nmaki ng avail abl e financi al
sponsorships in big events such as this.
"It is no surprise then that with all the increased interest anong
corporate executives and investors, golf clubs have nushrooned everywhere
Mal aysia is set to establish itself as a golfing paradise in the region,"
Dr Mahat hir said.
Mal aysia is playing host to the Wirld Cup Golf for the first time since
its inception in 1953 which began as the Canada Cup in Mntreal.
"The World Cup Gol f was conceived as a pronotion of international
goodwi I'I and it has been proven that golf could be an effective instrunent
for promoting international relations where people of diverse cultures,
beliefs and nationalities could cone together in a sporting atnosphere.
"I ndeed, this tournanment provides a significant forumfor various
countries to neet, conpete and enhance the spirit of friendship and
cordiality," he said
The organi sing commttee of the Wrld Cup Golf Ml aysia 1999 has adopt ed
a special theme for the event - "Go for the Geen".
"It is nmost befitting - the greenery of Malaysia's tropical rainforests
and the inportance of environment preservation. The thene is npst
consi stent with sustai nabl e devel opnent, a principle Mlaysia has al ways
adhered to," he added.
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