28/ 07/ 1999
Positive role of press in LID

Shari man Johari
THE direct participation of the press in the fourth Langkawi |nternationa
Di al ogue (LI D) sessions allowed ideas and suggestions to flow freely
bet ween Governnent | eaders and nedi a representati ves.
Both sides were able to air concerns whil e gaining inval uable insights
into issues that are of significance not only to the participants but al so
the rest of the world.
One mmj or concern of the nedia was that LID m ght just be a forum where
i deas, and good ones at that, are raised but are then left to fizzle out.
It was at such a session yesterday that Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad announced the rel ease of the Langkawi Message, a
docurent ati on of what transpired at this year's LID and the
reconmendat i ons agr eed upon.
Goup editor of New Straits Tines Press (M Bhd (NST) Ahnad A. Talib
suggested that the youth be invited to participate in the next dial ogue so
that they could benefit fromthe di scussions anpong different nations.
Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah, Dr Mahathir's w fe, asked what the nedi a
t hought about the participation for the first time of the First Ladies in
their own dialogue at LID
NST Editor-at-1arge Hardev Kaur responded by saying that as |ong as
i ssues di scussed were inportant and pertinent, the media would not have a
probl em provi di ng positive coverage for the First Ladi es' dial ogue.
"I found that the discussions were cogent and rel evant to the thenes of
the LID discussions. | think that you will find nore positive coverage if
this continues," Hardev said.
NST Editor-in-chief Datuk Abdul Kadir Jasin asked Dr Mahat hir whet her he
was happy with the current format of the dialogue. Kadir al so suggested
that perhaps LID could consider the participation of European nations as
well in future.
"I amnever happy with the current state of affairs. W shoul d al ways
strive for an ever increasing state of achi evenent. However, the present
arrangenent for LIDis working quite well. W are able to prise open a |ot
of things which were not exposed before,” Dr Mahathir said.
On the inclusion of devel oped countries, he said LIDis not ready, while
noting that rich nations have the tendency to order others around instead
of listening and comparing ideas.
"So we want to confine the dialogue to the Third Wrld at the noment."
Dr Mahathir al so said that he was not against the foreign nmedia as they
do sonetines report the truth, for instance the brutality perpetrated by
the Serbs in Bosnia.
"I amnot against the nmedia all the way. We are also thankful to the
information on the cruelties in Bosnia which CNN reported extensively.
"But | do criticise themwhen | feel they are not reporting the truth,"
he sai d.
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