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Powering ahead with IT

SCEPTI Cl SM and efforts by detractors to put a danper on Mal aysia's effort
to devel op the Multinedia Super Corridor notw thstanding, there is no
doubt that the country is powering ahead with its information technol ogy
programme. This nmonth is i ndeed nonentous for the devel opnent of the MSC
and the launch of its RW2.2b nucleus city, Cyberjaya, and the Miltinmedia
Uni versity next week will be m | estones.

That the MSC has so far attracted 32 of the 50 world-class high-

t echnol ogy conpani es targeted by 2003 is significant for it contributes to
the critical first phase of successful creation of the MSC. The openi ng of
the country's first "smart |abs" in two rural schools in Dengkil this week
as a pioneering effort to test the efficacy of the Smart School concept is
aptly timed and sited. Located on the periphery of the MSC, it is a
prototype of private sector and comunity involvenent in the

i mpl enmentation of the MSC s fl agship applications. People's participation
augurs well for the success of the MSC. While Malaysia is justifiably
proud that it has nade a big step forward in taking to I T, nuch remains to
be done in terns of pronoting the people's participation and human
resour ce devel opnent.

It cannot be over enphasised that the nation's quantumleap into the
I nformati on Technol ogy Age will not succeed unless all Ml aysi ans enbrace
t he technol ogy and reap maxi num benefits fromit in the next millennium
The whole idea of IT, as one expert points out, is for a "people
devel oprment programe" to inprove the quality of life and provide the
country with a second engi ne of growth. Understandi ng what i s happening in
the gl obal technol ogy, appreciating it and then inplenenting and
reflecting it inlifeis the key to benefiting fromIT. It is inportant,
therefore, to recap the vital nmessage fromPrinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, prime nover of the MSC, to Mal aysians that with "our
future at stake, we cannot afford to be a nere spectator of the
i nformation revolution”. To do so would of course be at our own peril. W
woul d be swept aside by this great tidal wave.

Especially in these economi cally challenging tinmes, when the enphasis is
productivity and efficiency, all the nore Ml aysi ans should respond to the
call to support the nation's initiative in harnessing IT. The MSCis a
tangible plan to test the nultinedia technology in a designated area and
the National I T Agenda a programre to transformthe country in five thrust
areas, nanely el ectronic economny, electronic conmunity, electronic public
services, electronic learning and el ectronic sovereignty. It is
i nperative, as repeatedly enphasi sed by policy makers and i ndustry
pl ayers, that the Governnent-led IT initiatives be followed through at al
| evel s. State Governnents, corporations, academ c institutions and the man
inthe street nust integrate IT into every aspect of their activities.

It is heartening to hear fromour young Netizens that while they see
I nternet usage nationwide is still low, the trend in the urban areas is
encouragi ng. The proliferation of cybercafes, an inportant venue to
pronote | T usage, shoul d be constructively supported. Parental guidance is
crucial. The free access to information through the Net is often described
as a tool of denocratisation but with the urban-rural gap, it is feared
that | T-devel opnent in the country is elitist. The Governnent is
addressing this concern.
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