21/ 06/ 1999

Prai se for fighting cause of I|slam

THE Umo general assenbly yesterday passed the notion on religion and
soci al issues after 13 speakers took to the floor

The notion, proposed by |IbrahimAzm Hassan of Terengganu and seconded
by O hman Desa of Penang, was unani nously passed after the |last three
speakers yesterday norning.

The notion, anong ot hers, seeks:

* torecord its appreciation of and gratitude to Umo | eaders who have
enphasi sed I slamas a basis for unity, developing civilisation and
strenghtening Islanmc faith;

* to support the Governnent's efforts to increase the efficiency of
I sl am ¢ admini stration and managenent and to ensure that religious
institutions nove in tendemw th the nai nstream devel opnent;

* to call on party nenbers, together with the Governnent, to prevent
religious and educational institutions frombeing used by the Cpposition
to spread narrow nminded beliefs, contrary to the Islanmic faith and the
practi ce of Sunnah WAl Jamaah; and

* to condenn the irresponsible acts of political parties exploiting the
religion for their political ends, contradicting Islamc teachings |ike
condoni ng profanity and | abelling other Mislins as infidels.

Mui n Abdul Manaf of the Federal Territory Umo division, urged the
courts to inpose a dress code for accused, especially Mislins, to protect
the i mage of Islamand prevent ni sconception anbng non- Musli ns.

Mui n, deputy chai rman of Bandar Tun Razak Ummo division, said it had
been the normanong sonme crimnals to project a "pious inage" once they
wer e being prosecuted in courts.

"They start wearing skullcaps conplete with jubah (robe) and spot a
goatie as if they are very religious.

"Such a portrayal can affect the i mage of Muslims and should be
st opped, " he sai d when debati ng the notion.

He said projecting such an i mage woul d be bad for |Islamand could give
the wwong inpression of the religion to non-Mislins.

As such, it is appropriate that sone kind of dress code be inposed
especially on Muslins facing crimnal charges in courts, he said, adding
that this could protect the image of Miuslins and I sl am

Miuin al so said that Umo had al ways been fighting for the cause of |slam
conmpared to Pas which only clained that it was an Islamc party.

"Umo is a party which does not tal k much but work ... \Wat has Pas
done? How many religious schools has it built?"

So far the party had only built Sekol ah Agama Rakyat (private religious
school s) but the safety features |left nmuch to be desired, he added.

He cited an incident in Kedah where several students of a Pas-run
religious school were killed in a fire which gutted the school .

In the end, he said Umo had to chip in to help rebuild the school.

Umo, on the other hand, had been building |slanic higher |earning
institutions including the International Islamc University.

He al so commended the Governnent for providing mninml bonus for civil
servants and increase the salary of teachers.

These were signs that the econony is picking up and he hoped t hat
Mal aysi a coul d become the first Islamc nation to achi eve devel oped nation
st at us.

Umo shoul d organi se political ceramah on a continuous basis as this



woul d not only introduce the party to outsiders but also reni nd nenbers of
their responsibilities to the party.

A del egate said this was vital as nenbers needed to be remi nded from
time totine of their roles and responsibilities.

Arof Saad, representing Perlis Umo, said party nmenbers should be often
rem nded of the negative approach used by Pas to gain support.

They nmust remain united to counter basel ess accusations hurled at the
Bari san Nasi onal governnent |eaders and al so other allegations as these
di vi ded t he peopl e.

Certain quarters spread lies through the Internet that Prinme M nister

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad was taken ill while perform ng the haj
recently.
Mal acca respresentive Idderis Kassimsaid Pas still refused to accept

the fact that the Barisan Nasi onal governnment had succeeded in pronoting
I sl am ¢ val ues al t hough Muslimcountries had recogni sed this.

While foreigners cane to Malaysia to | earn about |slamc banking and the
adm ni stration of other religious bodies, Pas clainmed the Governnment had
failed to inplement the Islamc concept in its admnistration

"W have primary and secondary schools, have trained teachers to conduct
religious and Quran readi ng classes and set up Islamc colleges, but what
have Pas done?"

( END)
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