20/ 06/ 1999

Preserve our i ndependence

ITis a nessage with a national relevance. Umo president and Prine

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s exhortation to |iberate the
country fromany veiled attenpt at recolonisation is not only neant for
the party's nenbers but for all Ml aysians, irrespective of their
political belief.

The task to preserve the country's independence requires nental
alertness and agility to the hidden dangers |urking beneath any Western-
led initiative, be it a global econom c agenda or Angl o- Saxon noral val ues
cl oaked as universal human rights. More inportant, it needs strong
| eadership by a statesman - never mind if he is unfairly labelled a
recalcitrant, a nenace or an eneny of free-market forces by irate and,
per haps, frustrated Western | eaders and detractors.

Long before the pitfalls of financial |iberalisation, globalisation and
the gl obal financial systemcane under the scrutiny of mminstream
econom sts, Dr Mahathir has highlighted them such as the dangerous
dom nance of cross border capital flows in the global econony and the
destabilising effects of currency specul ati on whi ch underm ne denocracy,

i mpoveri sh the people and destroy years of growh. His critique should not
be di smi ssed because he is not a |licensed econonist and his heretic
argunments are not clothed i n academ a' s | anguage.

As he elucidated, the collapse of our borders exposes us to the
prospects of recolonisation. As |l ong as Wstern powers wield their
econom ¢ clout to inpose their demands, the sovereignty of their countries
is not intended to becone as diffused as that of developing nations in a
so-cal l ed borderless world. Herein lies the greater inport of Dr
Mahat hir's call for a new financial architecture and deal for Asia -
national security and prosperity cannot be defended by blindly enbracing
|'i beralisation. Foreign econom ¢ weapons should not be allowed to
recol oni se. But whither the country's sovereignty in the hands of a Trojan
horse of the West, whose neo-col oni alist agenda i ncl udes sabot agi ng t he
country's econony?

There is no place for Machiavellian politicians, willing to put the
country in the bondage of colonial masters for the sake of enthronenent.
Nor is there roomfor any political adventurism such as the purported
conspiracy to oust Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim It is the tendency of people
betrayed by an inage they believe in, as did Anwar's supporters, to go
into a hysterical search for causes. Oten, the search degenerates into a
hunt for scapegoats in which Dr Mahathir was maligned as a nmendaci ous
mentor. In these controversial times, Dr Mahathir, like @ulliver, seened
to be trapped in the land of Lilliputians where the wi se giant was pi nned
down by norally bankrupt and sel f-seeking political midgets.

But only briefly. Hi s explanation that Anwar was used by foreign
el enents is not without basis. It is interesting to note the response of
Western powers to Anwar's di smssal. They describe it as the clash between
Dr Mahathir's doctrine of anti-Wst and Anwar's idea of " engagenent with
the West'. In typical Western fashion, Dr Mahathir is seen as a
“nationalist-Islamst-and-protectionist' and Anwar as ~a nessi ah of free
mar keti sm and “radi cal |slamst-turned-capitalist guru'

Wth the el ement of vested foreign interests and puppets, it is not
wong to say that the country had been a testing ground for Samuel
Huntington's thesis of a civilisational clash between |Islanm Asia and the



West. For Anwar's revolt against Dr Mahathir - when there was no hint he
woul d be ignored by Dr Mahat hir as successor - assunes partially
di mensions of a battle between, to borrow the phrases of Wstern powers,
Anwar's “free-market denocracy' and Dr Mahathir's “nationalist-Islam st
pluralism. Nor is it farfetched to say that never before has the rakyat's
task to preserve the country's sovereignty been so urgent.
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