10/ 01/ 1999
Probe into abuse of travel papers

Rashi d Yusof; Sarban Si ngh

KUALA LUVMPUR, Sat. - The Inmgration Departnent is investigating the
possibility of foreigners deliberately destroying their travel papers as
there is an unusual ly high nunber of themreporting the | oss of these
docunents.

I nmigration director-general Datuk Aseh Che Mat said the el ement of
abuse coul d not be ruled out follow ng the unusually high nunber of
reports | odged with the Foreign Wrkers Division.

"We are not ruling out this possibility especially anmong Bangl adesh
wor kers," he said. However, he did not provide figures.

Aseh said this in a 1999 progranme nagazi ne marking the visit of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad to the departnent today. Al so
present was out goi ng Deputy Honme M nister Datuk Tajol Rosli Ghazali who
has been nade Mnister in Prime Mnister's Departnent.

The I mmigration Departnment has al so received many reports of foreign
wor kers | eaving their original enployers and worki ng el sewhere.

The departnent is considering seizing bank guarant ees and personal bonds
for foreign workers who | eave their | egal enployers.

"There is a need to inplement this nove as nany forei gn workers have run
away fromtheir [ egal enployers and are working illegally el sewhere.

"The Governnent will be able to collect millions if the programe is
i mpl emented, " he said, adding that action would al so be taken agai nst 300
bl ackl i sted conpani es for several w ongdoi ngs perpetrated by their foreign
wor kers.

Last week, Tajol Rosli had said that occupiers of a workplace woul d be
hel d responsible for any illegal imrgrants caught in his or her prem ses
under a proposed anmendment to the Imm gration Act 1959/ 63.

The proposed anendnent provides for a fine of up to RM30,000 or a
maxi mum sentence of a year's jail or both, for occupiers of workplaces
where illegal inmmgrants or foreign workers without permts are arrested.

A foreign workers' nanagenent conmittee would also be set up to
stream ine all work processes and the nmanagenent of foreign workers.

The conmittee, which would include representatives formall State
foreign workers' units and the headquarters, will neet three times a year

There is al so a proposal to set up a special fund where deposits paid by
enpl oyers for their foreign workers will be kept.

Wth the setting up of the fund, enployers will not have to provide bank
guar ant ees or personal bonds.

"If there are conpani es whi ch go bankrupt, their deposits in the fund
will be available immediately to be used to finance the repatriation of
the affected workers," he said, adding that the affected workers woul d not
have to be sent to detention canps.

The departnment has al so introduced a new schedul e for enployers to renew
their foreign workers' permts to avoid | ast-m nute rush

Those who have workers in the services sector will have to renew the
permts between Aug 1 and 15, construction (Aug 16-30), plantation (Sept
1-15) and nmanufacturing (Sept 16-30).

To ensure the effectiveness of its services, Aseh said all immgration
of fices would go on-line this year enabling enployers to apply for
enpl oynent passes and expatriate identification cards at any of its
of fices.

At present, only the Penang, Johor, Ml acca and Negri Senbilan offices



are on-line with the headquarters.
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