12/ 05/ 1999
“Projects shoul d be disabl ed-friendly'

Anni e Freeda Cruez

KLANG Tues. - All State Governnents and | ocal councils approving project
appl i cati ons have been urged to ensure that the plans that are submtted
al so incorporate disabled-friendly facilities.

The call was made by National Unity and Social Devel opnment M nister
Dati n Paduka Zal eha Ismail after receiving conplaints of the |ack of
disabled-friendly facilities in governnent departnents and buil di ngs such
as shoppi ng conpl exes, hotels, condom niuns and fl ats.

"To ensure all future buildings have such facilities, State Governnents
and | ocal councils nust co-operate by approving only plans which have
i ncorporated them" she added.

By doi ng so, Zal eha said the Governnent woul d be honouring the
procl amati on signed in conjunction with the United Nati ons Decade of the
Di sabl ed Persons in the Asia-Pacific region 1993-2002.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad signed the procl amati on on
May 16, 1994. The 10-year canpai gn was endorsed at the Econom ¢ and Soci a
Conmmmi ssion for Asia and the Pacific Conference in Beijing in 1992.

Zal eha attributed the slow provision of disabled-friendly facilities to
a reluctance to foot additional costs.

"What they forget is that they too have a social responsibility to
ensure that facilities are provided for the disabled in public places and
bui | di ngs, governnent departnents and service-oriented places and
bui I di ngs. "

The M ni ster was speaking to reporters after handi ng over a "Macl aren”
buggy, a "TCL" bath chair and a set of "tunble fornm', worth about
RML2, 500, donated by BP Mal aysia Sdn Bhd's Conmercial and Logistics
departnent staff to Muhamrad Nadzm Ahnmad Nazri, six, the son of one of
its enpl oyees.

The contri bution was handed over at the boy's hone in Taman Kl ang t oday.

Muhammad Nadzmi was born with a brain abnormality.
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