05/ 09/ 1999

Proj ek Jal an Kanpung to be conpl eted soon

JOHOR BARU, Sat. - The RMR60 million Projek Jalan Kampung, |aunched in
1996 to provide better accessibility to nmajor rural areas in the State,
will be conpleted by end of the year.

This means that alnost all villages will have tarred roads, replacing
the present |aterite roads.

The State Executive Council approved RM60 mllion a week ago to fund the
remai ni ng 699km of the 2, 440km proj ect.

State Public Wrks and Uilities Committee chairman Datuk Zainal abi din
Mohd Zin told the New Sunday Tines a total of 47 contractors had been
appoi nted to undertake the remai ni ng worKk.

"The contractors have good track records in upholding quality and
conpl eting work on schedule as seen in the earlier contract given to them
to upgrade 1, 752km of rural roads.

"They al so do the work on their own wi thout appointing sub-contractors
who are al ways the main cause for delay," Zainal abidin said.

The four-year project, which is a nmajor part of Johor's infrastructure
devel opnent, was | aunched by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
in 1996.

Due to budget constraints resulting fromthe econon c sl owdown, work on
the remai ni ng 699km had been hel d i n abeyance since June before the State
Treasury approved the project late | ast nonth.

Under the project, 1,325 rural roads have been or are being upgraded to
tarred roads of Grade C standard with a width ranging from2.4mto 3.6m

Zai nal abi di n said nmost of the roads which had been identified for
upgradi ng were in the west coast, fromPontian in the south to Miar in the
north.

He said there were altogether 4,000km of rural roads but only 2, 440km
were listed for upgrading due to the high density of village popul ati on.

"For economi c reasons, we will only upgrade roads which serve at |east
ten houses in each vill age.

"The remaining 1,560kmw || be upgraded at a | ater stage when the need
arises," he added.
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