23/ 03/ 1999
Promoting IT literacy and its use (HL)

Sar ban Si ngh

CYBERJAYA, Mon. - The National Information Technol ogy Council has forned a
hi gh- powered committee to nmap out a plan of action to pronpte information
technol ogy literacy, fluency and its utilisation at all |evels.

This is in response to the urgent need for a conprehensive and nationa
effort to establish a strong I T-mi ndset in the country.

To be called the NITC Strategic Thrust |Inplenmentation Committee (STIC),
it will be chaired by Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad
Badaw .

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad said the STIC has been
forned foll owi ng recomendati ons by working groups for the urgent need to
build the capabilities, in ternms of know edge and skills of individua
Mal aysi ans, to live and work in the electronic-world.

"It is also ainmed at devel opi ng and strengthening the capacity of
organi sations and institutions so that they function efficiently and
effectively in the enmergi ng networked gl obal society," he said.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking to reporters after attending a four-hour
nmeeting of the NI TC here today.

In a statement later, NITC said the enphasis of the plan was to
encourage creativity, innovation and entreprenuership to enabl e Ml aysi ans
to claimthe full benefits of interconnectivity in business, education,
communi ty devel opnent and public services delivery.

"Underpinning this is the NNTC s comitnment to evolving an I T culture
based on Asian values and a strong sense of national identity," the
st at ement sai d.

Dr Mahathir said five working groups had been set up to ook into the
mai n thrust areas which include e-econony, e-conmunity, e-public services,
e-l earni ng and e-sovereignty.

The e-community groupi ng woul d be chaired by Energy, Conmunications and
Mul timedia Mnister Datuk Leo Moggie, e-public services by Chief Secretary
to the Governnment Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli, e-learning by Education
M ni ster Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, e-econony by International Trade and
I ndustry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz and e-sovereignty by Institute
of Strategic and International Studies chairman Tan Sri Dr Noordi n Mohd
Sopi ee.

Their co-chairmen are National Council of Wnen's Organi sation vice
presi dent Professor Datin Dr Sharifah Hapsah Shahabudin (e-conmunity),
Federati on of Ml aysi an Consuner Associ ati ons presi dent Handan Adnan (e-
public services), Universiti Ml aysia Sarawak vi ce-chancel | or Prof Datuk
Dr Mohd Zawawi Ismail (e-learning), Third Wrld Network director Martin
Khor (e-econony) and fornmer Securities Conmi ssion chairman Datuk Dr Munir
Majid (e-sovereignty).

The ot her nenbers of the STIC include NI TC nembers and ot her rel evant
i ndi vi dual s who woul d be appointed | ater.

The tasks of the groups include to facilitate the delivery of public
services to the citizens and businesses nore efficiently and effectively
via electronic nmeans and to increase the capability of organi sations and
i ndividuals to acquire and devel op know edge, skills and val ues via
el ectronic interaction.

It is also to encourage e-conmerce and e-busi ness activities which
support the devel opnent of a know edge econony and to enhance the identity
and integrity of the nation in an increasingly borderless world.



The NI TC has recomrended seven neasures for inmedi ate i npl enmentation by
the STIC. These incl ude:

* formul ate a national Cul ture Change Agenda for ownership by the
public, private and comunity-interest sectors;

* inpl ement a nationwi de grassroots |Information and Communi cati on
Technol ogi es (I CT) accul turation and diffusion programe involving public,
private and community institutions;

* inpl ement a national programe to mass-produce | CT-fluent educators of
the 21st century involving schools, colleges, universities, ICT training
institutions, nmobile ICT training units and other virtual institutions of
| ear ni ng;

* provide support and incentives for "new val ue creators" or "networked
entrepreneurs” to create e-econony activities with new econom c val ue for
i nternational conpetitiveness. This is to encourage the devel opnent of new
econom ¢ front-liners and nobilise theminto a critical mass driving
t owar ds an e-econony; and,

* provide accurate information on Malaysia's current events to the
public and foreign nmedia through a website to be maintai ned by the
National Unity and Soci al Devel opnent nministry. This website woul d provide
accurate information on current events based on the consensus of a tri-
sectoral comrittee and would be Iinked to other websites that provide
alternate views or anal yses of events; and,

* initiate an education and accul turation progranme on the concepts of
e-sovereignty and e-vigilance as well as threats and opportunities
resulting froml CT devel opnent.

This progranme woul d be prepared by the Institute of D plomacy and
Forei gn Rel ations for Mal aysi an di pl onats, negotiation teans and al
public, private and non-profit nationals who deal with transnati ona
rel ations.
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