14/ 11/ 1999
Promotion for 6,100

Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Some 6, 100 teachers will be pronoted next year under
the tine-based pronotion schene, bringing the total to 16,363 since it was
| aunched | ast year.

Education M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, who announced this today,
said of the 6,100, 1,100 are graduate teachers while 5,000 are
non- gr aduat es.

This will serve as a significant noral e booster for the 250,000 teachers
nati onwi de as nmany qualified teachers could not be pronoted previously due
to limted vacancies.

Najib said | ast year, 2,713 graduate and 1, 970 non-graduate teachers
were pronoted under the schenme following a RWM2 million allocation from
t he Government.

"This year, 780 graduate and 4, 800 non-graduate teachers were pronoted,"
he told reporters after addressing teachers at a gathering in Gonbak.

Since the tinme-based pronotion schene was introduced, the pronotion of
teachers no | onger solely depends on the existence of vacanci es but on
fulfilment of conditions such as | ength of service and a good record.

Non- graduat e teachers will be promoted from G ade D& to DG and
graduates fromD& to DX.

Naji b said the schene was the Government's comritnent to teachers and
woul d be carried out "no matter what".

In his speech earlier, Najib said teachers nust be professional and
et hi cal .

"Over and above that, however, they need to be able to depend on a
governnent with vision and calibre, one which places priority on
education, or otherwise they will not be able to fulfil their role as
social architects.”

Najib said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad was greatly
commtted to enhancing the welfare of teachers.

"Al'l the proposals that the mnistry has forwarded to hi mwhi ch enabl es
the quality of life of teachers to be upgraded have been approved.
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