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IT was reported that Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan Ismail refused to
respond to questions fromjournalists after reading out a statement from
Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimon the statutory declaration by former Bank
Negar a Assi stant CGovernor Datuk Murad Khal i d.

One could not fault her evasiveness as Murad's dammi ng al | egati ons which
ranged from accusations of corruption and abuse of power to vile
machi nati ons and subversion, came just as the Barisan Alternatif was
reeling fromthe danmagi ng fallout of the arsenic poisoning fiasco.

Anwar's rebuttal consisting of the nouldy "how dare you" and "attack the
accuser" (instead of replying to the specific allegations) ploy was no
hel p either.

Bef ore dissecting this crucial issue, the credibility of the allegations
requires scrutiny, since even as this is witten, the pro-Anwar websites
have begun denolishing Miurad's integrity.

It nust be pointed out that Murad nmade the allegations in a fornal
publ i c docunment, hence he was aware of being fully accountable for his
remarks. Hi s bold and responsi bl e stance was unlike the political
demagogues who hurl slander while cuddling in the bosomof parlianentary
I egal immunity.

Li ke the proverbial eunuchs of the Manchu courts who tugged at the tai
coats of their enperor for personal redress when in difficulty, the sane
charl atans woul d al so unabashedly "tug at the tail coats" of the
judiciary, seeking contenpt proceedi ngs agai nst their detractors,
ostensibly in the name of justice.

Murad al so did not hide behind the skirt of anonymity, in contrast to
the nyriad of putrefying ghost witers and propagandi sts of the pro-Anwar
websites. In addition to his senior position in Bank Negara and cl ose ties
wi th Anwar which gave hi mw de access to sensitive transactions, the
mar ked contradi cti on between the bold, responsible and transparent manner
i n which Murad made his allegations, and the craven, irresponsible and
puerile slander hurled by the Opposition within I egally protected domains
and covert foruns, had significantly elevated the standing and credibility
of Mur ad.

Despite the wide-ranging inplications of Murad's allegations, | wish to
hi ghlight only the nodus operandi of Anwar's propaganda nachi ne,
specifically, the covert use of foreign and | ocal think-tanks and non-
government al organi sations to neet his need for power.

The inplicated NGOs and think-tanks may justify their foreign links as a
virtuous and positive move to foster ties for the good of the nation.
However, an objective and detail ed anal ysis of contenmporary literature has
reveal ed ot herw se

To begin with, the use of covert nmeans such as psycho-political devices
to further the inperialist agenda is neither bal derdash nor a bogeyman
pr opaganda.

James Baldwin, a Vice-Adniral in the US Navy wote (in the foreword of
On Political War by Paul A Smith of the National Defence University
(1990) that: "Another, nore subtle neans - political warfare - uses
i mges, ideas, speeches, slogans, propaganda, econom C pressures, even
advertising techniques to influence the political will of an adversary."

A nmore damming revel ation by Harry Rositzke, a retired chief at the
Central In telligence Agency, in a 1988 book called The CIA's Secret



Oper ati ons: Espi onage, Counter-espionage and Covert Action alleged that
"Covert propaganda operations in the Third Wrld were, in effect, a fight
for the media ... Foreign editors and col umists were recruited,
newspaper s and nmagazi nes subsi di sed, Press services supported.

Pr opagandi sts ranged from pai d agents to friendly coll aborators."”

The proof of the existence of such a sinister agenda and its propagation
by capitalising on the US | everage in information technology, is
reinforced in comments nade by Joseph Nye, a forner Assistant Secretary of
Defence for international affairs and WIlliam Oaens, a forner Vice-
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, in their paper Anerica's
I nformati on Age (Foreign Affairs, 1996), which boldly clainmed that "This
new political and technol ogi cal | andscape is ready-nade for the United
States to capitalise on its form dable tools of soft power, to project the
appeal of its ideals, ideology, culture, econom c nodel, and social and
political institutions, and to take advantage of its internationa
busi ness and t el ecomruni cati ons networ ks".

The role of the NGGs' network as a vital adjunct in acconplishing these
i mperialist objectives was reflected in the "Guarded OQpenness" policy
advocated by their strategic think-tanks which called for the "Continued
support for worl dw de access to cyberspace and access of NGOs as well as
state and narket actors to it, including where this runs counter to the
preferences of (purportedly) authoritarian reginmes".

The al | egation of huge fund contributions by Anwar and his cronies to
the Asia-Pacific Policy Centre is of no surprise either as the costs of
| ar ge- scal e propaganda and i mage enhancenent canpai gns are substanti al .
This i s because they involve establishing global contacts, underwiting
news operations, setting up of proxy entities, |laundering funds, nessages
and thenes genesis, and masking the depth of foreign involvenent, while
si mul taneously ensuring that the "desirable i deas" are aired promnently
and repeatedly in a style suited to the | ocal sentinents.

This woul d ensure that the desired mindset (which otherw se would have
been rejected by the target popul ation) be inbedded in the people i.e. the
audi ence is lulled into supporting values - that otherw se would have been
rejected as alien

The inplicated NGOs and think-tanks may al so argue that the era of
gl obal i sati on and seam ess conmuni cati on, which enabl ed direct
di ssem nati on of propaganda to the target popul ation, obviated the need
for |l ocal coll aborators.

This argunent is erroneous as the use of |ocal collaborators such as
NGOs, covert financing of |ocal operations, etc. is vital in enhancing the
message's credibility.

| deas that appear to emanate fromwithin are nore likely to be accepted
by the gullible segments of the |ocal population. This is a nore subtle
and sophisticated refinenment fromthe "bl ack propaganda" techni ques
enpl oyed by the US and its allies during Wrld War |1

One is not disputing Anwar's or for that matter, any politician's
pursuit of popularity per se. Rather, it is the Faustian trade-off between
Anwar and his foreign spin doctors which is unacceptabl e and nefarious, as
it involves the covert barter of not just his political soul but the
econom c lifeline, ethnic harnmony and soverei gnty of our country.

Anwar had al so unwittingly denigrated traditional Mlay val ues (such as
respect for elders and grateful ness) to abysmal depths of depravity as his
vil e machi nati ons were orchestrated using the facade of uprightness, while
the "Brutus" within himinsidiously plotted to betray his nentor, father
figure and trusting benefactor, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

A knee-jerk reaction fromthe Government may involve tighter scrutiny of
such NGCs and foreign think-tanks, particularly their |egal status and



source of funding, but it nmust be realised that the inperialists' subtle
subversi on seeks to prevail over the "hearts and m nds" of our people.

This requires renedial nmeasures to nake our people |less vulnerable to
such forces.

Therefore, educational and awareness programes together with swift and
accurate informati on di ssem nation, via both conventional and interactive
medi a (especially the Internet) nust be inpl enented.

Finally, Malaysia's relatively smaller stature and limted materi al
resources may preclude her fromdirectly confronting the sinister caba
el ements of Langley. Neverthel ess, we are not bereft of the noral
resources - national unity, patriotism self-belief and perseverance - to
stemthe destabilising tide of foreign dom nation.

These hone-brewed attributes nust be fully harnessed and gal vani sed.

Si mul taneously, truly patriotic, noderate and peace-|ovi ng Ml aysi ans
must reject the unholy servile politics of Anwar and his so-call ed Barisan
Alternatif, which in truth is no nore than a "devil's alternative" of
mega- Fausti an nature.

( END)
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