21/ 05/ 1999

Proposal for politicians to serve as diplomts

PCLI TI CI ANS who have contributed significantly to the country should be
gi ven due recognition and opportunities to represent the country as
di pl omat s.

In making the call, Senator Datuk Zai nuddin Midin said being
politicians, they would be able to adapt well.

Zai nuddi n sai d al though politicians were not trained in this field,
their vast experience in politics and in the Governnent could contribute
significantly.

He said there was a pressing need for this as Ml aysi an students abroad
especially in the United Kingdom the United States, Canada, New Zeal and
and Japan were exposed to anti- Ml aysi an and anti-Mahathir sentinents.

Most of them he said, were influenced by what was published in the
foreign Press, especially in London and New York

"The foreign Press will not give the "real picture'. Therefore it is not
a pro-active approach if the Governnent only circul ates Press rel eases on
such matters when the need arises.”

Speaki ng during the debate on the Supplenentary Supply Bill 1998/1999,
he said there should be a collective effort fromall parties to address
this probl em

"The Governnent nust clarify any big issues which involve the current
political and economic situation in the country. However, the
classification nmust be made through journalistic approach and not through
mundane gover nnent docunents.”

He al so suggested that senior officials in Wsma Putra not be given the
choice of the country they want to serve as diplomats. Instead the
Governnent nust ensure that only selective officers were sent to places
consi dered inportant to the country.

"They should be sent to places which have the nost Ml aysi an students
like the United Kingdomand the United States. The respective High
Conmi ssi ons shoul d shoul der the responsibility of making the students
aware of the country's policies."

Senat or Dat uk Mohd Zuki Kamal uddi n touched on the inportance of
i nformation technol ogy for the creation of a knowl edge- based soci ety.

He said Mal aysia should not be |eft behind in IT as it would be the
cutting edge of econom c devel opnent.

"Therefore, there should be specific policies and neasures to transform
the country into a know edge and i nformati on based econony,"” he said.

He added even with the setting up of the Miltinedia Super Corridor and
Cyberjaya, the country still |agged behi nd conpared to ot her devel oped
countries in the region |ike Taiwan, South Korea and Si ngapore.

To counter this, Mhd Zuki said the Government nust inplenent various
strategies to conpete with these three countries first before thinking
about conpeting with Japan, the United States and countries in the
Eur opean Uni on.

Senat or Datuk Ghazi @Hasbullah Rami urged the Governnent to extend the
readi ng, witing and counting nethod (3M practised in primary schools to
i nclude the thinking concept as well.

He said this was necessary to ensure that pupils could enhance their
t hi nki ng capabilities at a young age.

"This aspect of education is always neglected. If we include this in the
teaching nethod, indirectly it will help pupils possess critical thinking



and |l earn to conprehend i ssues w sely,"” he said.

Senat or Masti ka Junai dah Husein urged civil servants to reformtheir
work culture and not take things for granted as they had a duty and
responsibility to the people and nation.
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