25/ 06/ 1999
Proposal on guidelines for fil mmnakers

Ai non Mohd

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Information Mnistry, the Culture, Arts and
Tourism M nistry and other relevant authorities will discuss guidelines to
curb distorted informati on and use of wong i mrages on Mal aysia by film
maker s.

Informati on M nister Tan Sri Mohd Khal il Yaakob said it was unfair for
movi e- makers, for example, to superinpose pictures that could give viewers
t he wrong i npression of Ml aysi a.

He said this when asked to comment on the recently rel eased Hol | ywood
novi e, Entrapnent, starring James Bond | egend Sean Connery and Catheri ne
Zet a- Jones which portrays an inaccurate picture of social and cul tural
condi tions in Ml aysia.

Sone of the scenes in the nmovie, produced by 20th Century Fox,
apparently highlighted the dirty and unsightly side of the country agai nst
a backdrop of the Petronas Twin Towers, the world's tallest building.

The cast and crew of Entrapnent were here | ast Septenber for |ocation
shooting in Ml acca and the Kuala Lunpur City Centre's Petronas Tw n
Tower s.

Mohd Khalil said it was good for popular filmmakers to nake novies in
Mal aysi a because it would hel p publicise the country.

"But they cannot be show ng phot ographs which are full of lies. The
whole world will cone to believe that the scenery they saw in the novie
Entraprment, for exanple, is real and that there are sluns around it
(Towers), with pollution and poverty.

"They shoul d be nore responsible in their products. The pictures of the
country shoul d be sonething real,” he said after w tnessing the signing of
a nmenorandum of under standi ng between Radi o Tel evi syen Mal aysia and Le
Proton Li ma Sdn Bhd.

Wth the MoU, RTMwill be the official TV station for the Lim 99
Exhi bi ti on and Conference to be held between Nov 30 and Dec 5.

Mohd Khal il said Entrapnent woul d make novi e audi ences in rich countries
concl ude that Ml aysia was one of those devel opi ng countries which wasted
publ i c nmoney on meani ngl ess grandi ose nonunent s.

On whet her the proposed guidelines would nean that his mnistry was
controlling the nedia and fil mmakers, he said the nministry only wanted
the industry players to portray Mal aysia accurately.

Asked whet her he woul d send a protest letter to the filmmaker invol ved,
he said he would wait for feedback fromthe other mnistries.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad had said that there was a
need for sone nonitoring or policing of Press freedomand adverti sing.

For instance, w thout nanming the novie, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysians were
horrified to discover that the Kuala Lunpur Twin Towers, the tallest in
the world, were pictured as rising fromthe sluns in Malacca, 150km away.
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