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Proud to be Ml aysi an and Chi nese

Ng Yen Yen
AS we cel ebrate the comi ng of a new age, Mal aysi ans nust take a step back
to reassess the devel opnents of the past one year

It has been a year of crisis and challenges for the nation. And
Mal aysi ans, irrespective of ethnic and religi ous background, have stood
t oget her.

On the eve of the next mllennium we are still together. W have cone
out of the economc crisis. The critics said our banks woul d col | apse,
there woul d be massive retrenchnents, the price of essential goods woul d
skyrocket, there would be riots and that Mal aysia would burst into flanes.

Al'l these predictions by the prophets of doom have not materiali sed.
Unl i ke our nei ghbours, Mal aysia has successfully conquered these
uncertainties with its own fornul a.

The Chinese community confronted these chall enges playing their role as
| oyal Malaysian citizens - just as their forefathers had done in joining
their Malay and I ndian brethren in pursui ng nati onhood and i n devel opi ng
the country. Ml aysia has been able to deal with the crisis because we
believe in our country and its | eadership

One of the first steps taken by the Chinese conmunity was the | aunchi ng
of the "Love Mal aysia, Buy Ml aysi a" canpaign. It was an active and
concerted effort, to enphasise to all Chinese, the need to pronote | oca
products and to reduce the outflow of our currency.

Gat herings were organi sed nationwide in a display of patriotism
Thousands of Chi nese wonen t hroughout the country were nobilised at
" 10, 000- Wnen Di nners" during which the economic crisis was explained to
all of them and their role in the rehabilitation of the country was
enphasi sed.

The Chi nese have nade their presence here since the first nmillennium
There are records of Chinese mssions to the Langkasuka ki ngdom as early
as 100 AD. Although the exact site is unknown, Victor Purcell's The
Chinese in Malaya clainmed that it was alnost certainly in the north of the
peni nsul a and very probably where Kedah is | ocated today.

But the nost noteworthy of Chinese presence was the arrival of Adnmira
Zheng He (Cheng Ho) in Malacca in 1408. Zheng He, a Muslim took with him
anot her Muslim M Huan, who could translate foreign books. That was the
begi nning of Sino-Malay friendship - and this bond has continued until the
present day between Umo and the MCA.

As we nove into the next century, we nust understand that the burden
wi || becone heavier. Expectations and demands will be | ouder. At the sane
time however, the next mllenniumoffers both opportunities and
chal | enges.

Mal aysi a needs to be nore skilful, nore conpetitive and better equi pped
to conpete with her conpetitors in the region

To do this, the country nust strive for excell ence.

Meritocracy will determ ne our conpetitiveness on the world stage. For
the "Mal aysi a Bol eh" slogan to be nmeani ngful, the Chinese comunity in
Mal aysi a must see thensel ves capabl e of being excell ent gl obal players. W
must be world-class material - whether in the econonmics field, in sports
or others.

The enphasis for quality and ability nmust be the hall mark of the
community in the next century. There can be no conprom se over this if we
want to excel. The community needs to be |l ean and firm



We nust constantly rem nd ourselves that to reach the ranks of devel oped
nations, the overriding factor should be quality.

Quality should not be confined nerely to the products we want to sell to
the world but also in ternms of human resources. Qur younger generation
need to be equipped as quality is the domain of all humans.

Thus, education continues to play a crucial role for the comunity.
Quality rather than quantity should be the yardstick

For the Chinese comunity, concerns over the | ack of educationa
facilities shoul d ease sonewhat as the governnent continues to liberalise
its policies on education, and opportunities and access to education at
all levels - will increase for Mal aysians of all races.

Educati on nust not mean just securing a university degree but it nust
i nclude conputer literacy and the ability to speak nore than just Bahasa
Mal aysi a, English and Chinese.

We nust renenber, as we enter the next lap, that the world has becone
smal l er. The next century will be a conputer era, an age of advancenents
i n technol ogi es, expansion in global trades and advanced
t el ecommuni cati ons.

The community nust see their advancenent as nore than chall enges. They
are in fact opportunities. For these will help Malaysia to exploit
opportunities, the comunity nmust adopt a new nental approach.

The conmunity needs to see things froma gl obal perspective, as the
Japanese, Koreans and Tai wanese have al ready done.

The future is ours if we stand united and face the nation as Bangsa
Mal aysia. That is the challenge to the Chinese community. Wen we talk
about the next mllennium we must talk in tandemabout fulfilling the
Mal aysi an Dream - the attai nment of the Vision 2020 as set by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

Today, the Chinese community is already very nuch an integral part of
the nation. It will be nore so in the 21st century.

The younger generation will see thensel ves nore as Mal aysians in the
com ng years. They will still be conscious of their ethnic identity. To
quote the President of MCA, Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, "Being nore
Mal aysi an does not nean bei ng | ess Chi nese".

For a long time, the community has seen Malaysia as their land in terms
of identification and loyalty. That, in fact, has taken root. This is
essential as the Chinese community fully supports and subscribes to Vision
2020.

Dr Mahathir has taken the first step of drawing up this Vision. To the
community, they nust now ask what can they do for the country.

As Dr Ling Liong has said, the community nust work together for the
common good of all Ml aysians. There is roomto accommpdate the
aspirations and expectations of all Mlaysians if the country is
politically and econonically stable.

It is also the sacred duty of the Chinese community to defend the
stability of this country. The stability we enjoy today did not cone by
accident. It is the result of the far-sightedness of the early politicians
of this country who forned the Alliance and subsequently the Barisan
Nasi onal

The success story of Malaysia is the result of acconmodati on, consensus
and tolerance of all races. It is this stability, which has ensured that
Mal aysi a stood tall as some of our nei ghbours sank into chaos. It is this
stability, which has enabled us to tal k about our goals in the next

century.
Wthout this stability, stepping into the next m Il enniumwould have no
significance at all. This is what the Chinese community nust never forget.

They nmust never forget the inportance of working with the other races.



The younger generation must never forget that only a stable Ml aysia
woul d be able to harness the strengths, despite our diversity.

It may be difficult for us to experience the kind of phenonenal growth
rate we saw during the last 10 years but try we nust.

A robust econonmic growh is after all a basic ingredient for achieving
our goal to be a devel oped nation. W nust begin the nomentum again to
enl arge the econom c cake and to renove the pessimsm

But all this talk of growth rate would have no neaning if the comunity
does not uphol d the val ues of sharing, tol erance and conpassi on. For these
are not just values for harnony but also the hall mark of a devel oped
nati on and of social progress for the comunity in the next mllenniumis
equal Iy inportant.

At the sane tine, econom c progress would be equally meaningless if the
community doesn't have the political clout to secure and defend t hem

The reality of the nunbers game will continue to be inportant even as we
enter the next century. There is a need for greater politica
consci ousness anong t he Chi nese.

Representation in the government is of paranount inportance. As the
government nmoves to seek a new mandate in the comi ng general election
this factor nust be appreciated and understood by the comunity.

The success and progress of Ml aysians in the next century will depend a
lot on all of us working together towards common future goals. There nust
be greater cohesion.

We need to strengthen this cohesion. W nust face the next mllennium as
one nation, one people and one heart.
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