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PM Muslimdoctors are responsible to humanki nd

Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad t oday
rem nded Muslimdoctors that they owed a responsibility not only to those
of the Islamc faith but to "all of humanki nd".

For instance, when Muslins in Bosnia were being killed and repressed,
there were not many Miuslimdoctors who could help them so they had to
depend on non- Musl i s.

"We nust, therefore, remenber that even if we are Mislins, our
responsibilities do not just include hel ping other Mislins, but everyone,"
Dr Mahathir said at the launch of the Islamc Specialist Doctors
Associ ation Mal aysia (1 SDAM at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

Al so present were his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, and | SDAM
president Dr Sidek Nontak. Dr Siti Hasmeh is the patron of | SDAM

Rel ating his experiences as a nedical practitioner visiting a
tubercul osis sanatoriumin Kual a Kedah, he said during festival seasons,
visiting non-Muslins would give gifts to all the patients.

But when it cane to sone Muslins, they only gave gifts to other Muslins
as they felt that those who were not of the Islamic faith did not deserve
tojoinin the Hari Raya festivities.

"This will give people a bad image of Islam W should care for everyone

those not of Islamic faith will respect us this way."

He said | SDAM shoul d |l ook into all these issues, and other controversia
devel opnents in the nmedi cal sphere |ike euthanasia, surrogate notherhood
and ot hers.

Doctors shoul d give precedence to saving |lives.

"Islamtells us that Iife nust be preserved. Sone people are, however,
toorigid ... the question of touching a person of the opposite sex, for
i nstance.

"Sonme don't want to touch even if a patient is in critical condition.
But if you don't touch, then the patient will die."

He said there was a shortage of Mislimspecialist doctors in the country
as many preferred easier professions.

Wil e there were anpl e opportunities for Muslins in the country to study
medi ci ne, they preferred to pursue know edge that could be easily
acqui red.

"They choose to have lucrative salaries early in their careers and they
are reluctant to work hard for 24 hours w thout sleep, for instance.

"If such an attitude persists, if we choose only to master know edge
that can be easily obtained, then we will forever have to depend on non-
Musl i ms when it conmes to heal thcare."

The Prime M nister also said he was saddened by the fact that mnedical
practi ces now were derived predom nantly fromresearch conducted by non-
Musl i mcountri es.

"Modern nedi ci ne actually sprang fromresearch conducted during the
I sl am ¢ renai ssance. But the Muslins did not continue with their work.

"Those who learnt fromthe Muslins | ater surpassed us."

"If before, they were learning fromus, we now have to learn fromthem"
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir had earlier launched |SDAMs |l ogo. Dr Siti Hasnmah | ater
| aunched its website (http://ww.rcanmall.confnercant/idam htm) and | SDAM
funds - the Healing Heart Fund and Heal i ng Ki dney Fund.

The funds are to help children suffering fromthe ail nents.



The association, which is open to all Mislimnmedical and dent al
practitioners in the country, hopes to pool the resources of all nenbers
in a quest to enhance know edge.
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