03/ 05/ 1999

PM | won't renove Sanusi as MB

ALOR STAR, Sun. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d today that he woul d
not renove Tan Sri Sanusi Junid as Kedah Menteri Besar despite such calls
anmong sonme Umo nenbers.

The Prime M nister said some nenbers had expressed their dissatisfaction
Wi th Sanusi because they failed to understand the rational e behind sone of
Sanusi's projects.

"No," he said when asked on the matter at a Press conference at the
airport in Kepala Batas at the end of his three-day visit to Kedah. Sanusi
and his predecessor Tan Sri Osman Aroff were al so present.

Sone del egates of the Kubang Pasu Unmo di vi si on yesterday had suggested
that Sanusi be renoved fromoffice as he was not suitable as the Menteri
Besar .

Dr Mahathir, who is the division head, was at the neeting when the calls
were made, but he did not address the issue during his closing speech.

Dr Mahathir said: "All these are due to m sunderstandi ng and | ack of
expl anations. W (Umo) will nake them understand (the rational e behind
some of the State Governnent's projects under Sanusi's |eadership)."

He said that he accepted the fact that he and other Umo | eaders nust
listen to the grievances expressed by Umo nmenbers and the people and this
was nor nal

Speaking to newsnen after Dr Mahathir had | eft for Kuala Lunpur, Sanusi
sai d:

"I serve Dr Mahathir," he said, adding that if Dr Mahathir had not
want ed him he woul d abi de by the deci si on.

On the criticisne levelled at him he said the Qpposition had
mani pul ated the situation for their own political interests.

Sanusi said he had started proposing and i npl ementing seem ngly
ridi cul ous and unpopul ar projects even when he was in the Cabinet.

Asked about the people being confused and critical about some of his
projects such as planting padi on rooftops, he said these people did not
under stand the actual situation.

He said the tendency by people to renpove other people and replace them
was normal and "this has not affected me a bit".

Asked to explain conplaints anpbng certain quarters that the State
adm ni strati on was not business-friendly and there were no projects
i mpl ement ed by hi mwhich had spurred economic growth in the State, Sanusi
said the State Governnment had to depend on how nuch noney it had.

(END)
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