05/ 03/ 1999
PSD to submit report on pay schenme soon

Ham sah Ham d

THE Public Services Departnent (PSD) is expected to present a report on
sal ary adjustment for workers in statutory bodies to the Cabi net soon,
Hurmman Resources M ni ster Datuk Li mAh Lek said

The PSD is currently preparing the report after being directed by Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, through the Chief Secretary to
the Governnment Tan Sri HalimAli at the Cabinet neeting two weeks ago.
Meanwhi | e, Limadvised the unions' nenbers to stop wearing protest tags
while waiting for the PSD's report, which will be ready "very, very soon"
The Prime Mnister's directive came after Limbrought up the matter at
the Cabi net neeting, as he had prom sed to the unions' |eaders fromthe
five statutory bodi es.

Li mhad nmet the union | eaders from Lenbaga Tabung Haji, Bank Sinmpanan
Nasi onal , Armed Forces Fund Board, Enployees Provident Fund and Soci al
Security Organi sati on on February 23.

It was the first neeting that the unions had with the mnister after

they tried to get the sanme new sal ary adjustnent for the statutory bodies
wor kers as enjoyed by their counterparts in the civil service the past
four years.

"I't was a fruitful discussion where | prom sed them although it is not
under ny jurisdiction, that I will bring it up at the Cabinet.

"They al so prom sed ne not to take any action that threatens the
CGovernnent," he sai d when asked to comrent on the nove to wear protest

t ags.

The uni ons, representing sone 10,500 staff in the five statutory bodi es,
said that the enpl oyees were paid | ess than their colleagues in the public
sector who are benefiting fromthe New Remunerati on Schene i npl enmented on
January 1 1996.

Li msai d he synpathised with the plight of the workers, but had told
themthat taking action would not solve the matter.

Speaki ng at a news conference after opening a sem nar on QOccupati ona
Hazards Associated with Conputer Wrk in Shah Alamyesterday, Limsaid the
uni ons shoul d stop wearing the protest tags and be patient while the PSD
was conpleting its report.

He said the union | eaders had given their word that they would not take
any threatening action.

"So, they must keep to their promse as | want to resolve the issue as
am al so one of the Cabinet nenbers," he said.

Li msai d he woul d understand the unions' action if he failed to keep his
pronmise to bring the matter to the Cabinet, but pointed out that he had
done so.

On whether the Prinme Mnister has given any deadline for the PSD to
conplete its report, Limsaid: "No. But once the directive is given, it
won't be very long. We have a very good Chief Secretary to the

Gover nnent . "

To anot her question, he said the unions had been infornmed of the

Cabi net's decision one or two days after the neeting.

He said he was willing to see the unions again if they were not
satisfied with the current devel opnent.
"I don't stop at that, | will followit up. During yesterday

(Wednesday) ' s Cabinet neeting, | remnminded the Chief Secretary (Abdu
Halim about the matter," he said.



Meanwhi | e, chairman of the joint council of unions of non-affiliated
agenci es, Enci k Mohd Noor Abdul | ah, said they had not prom sed the
m ni ster that they would not wear protest tags.
"We only prom sed himthat we will not picket," he told Business Tines
when nmet at the Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress' Biennial Del egates
Conference in Petaling Jaya yesterday.
Mohd Noor said the enpl oyees of the statutory bodies will continue
wearing the tags until the Governnent approved their demand for salary
adj ust ment s.
"W are not taking any threatening action ... it is only a form of
rem nder to the Governnent," he said.
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