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KUALA LUMPUR: I n the heart of the Miltinedia Super Corridor a
futuristic city is taking shape to propel Ml aysia into the new m |l ennium
and the age of Information Technol ogy.

Sprawl i ng over 4,851ha, Putrajaya, |ying 40kmsouth of here, is the
country's new adm ni strative capital to ease the pressure on the
infrastructure and facilities in the capital city of Kuala Lunpur

Putraj aya, carved out of oil palmplantations in a | ocation known as
Perang Besar, is developed as an intelligent city and when conpleted, it
will be a Gty of the 21st Century, fully equi pped with sophisticated
electronic facilities.

"Putrajaya will be a city that characterises the spirit of Malaysia in
its fullest sense in the 21st century when it is fully
conpleted...Putrajaya will synbolise the nation's aspirations,
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad had sai d.

Prine

UNI QUENESS OF PUTRAJAYA
As far as planned cities are concerned, Putrajaya is unique because it
is designed together with the MSC -- a 750 sq km zone dedicated to the

devel opnent of nultinmedia products and services and -- Cyberjaya, the IT
city.

Thus, it will not be a nonofunctional city filled with bureaucrats and
politicians. Rather, Putrajaya and Cyberjaya - still in its infancy of
devel oprment -- will play a crucial role in Malaysia' s quest to be the

centre for ITin Asia

Prof Azman Awang, executive director of Institut Sultan |Iskandar,

Uni versiti Teknol ogi Mal aysia, says that the fact that Putrajaya is planned
together with MSC and Cyberjaya, the cybercity with the latest IT
infrastructure to nmeet the business, residential and recreational needs of
t he "know edge worker", nmakes a | ot of difference (from other planned
cities).

"The synergy, if inplenented successfully, will be tremendous in
positioning Mal aysia into the 21st century.

"Putrajaya cannot be compared with other planned cities |like Canberra
or Brasilia which were conpletely dead at night bereft of the 'Iivingness
of a good living city, and it took thema good nunber of years to get a
senbl ance of their vibrance," he says.

Since it is planned with the rest of the MSC, KL International Airport,
Cyberjaya and R and D clusters, anpong others, with an Express Rail Link
connecting Kual a Lunmpur and KLI A in Sepang, running right across the twin
intelligent cities, Putrajaya will mature into a vibrant city quite
qui ckl y.

WEALTH CREATI ON AS LAND PRI CES SOAR

Things will move quickly now that Dr Mahathir has noved into Putrajaya.

Putrajaya will have a "positive inpact" for |land owners in the areas
ringi ng Putrajaya and Cyberjaya, Aznan says.

The real estate value in this zone will appreciate significantly,
al though this will depend on the absorptive capacity of the narket, he
says.

Real estate agents estinate the value of land there to be between RML5
to RM20 per sq foot conpared with a neagre RW before the buil ding of the



cities were announced.

Azman expects speculators will swarmin to snap up property in these
areas and they will not be "first time" buyers.

Property value in Nilai, Salak Tinggi and Dengkil, anobng others have
soared substantially.

New housi ng estates have nushroonmed in areas hugging the twn
intelligent cities and are fetching high prices.

Property anal ysts reckon the services industry will grow and there wll
be potential demand for comrercial space and business hotels in the near
future.

Putrajaya will be linked to other urban areas by the North-South Link,
KL- Put r aj aya- KLI A Dedi cat ed Hi ghway and the KL- Serenban H ghway.

These links will boost growh in the areas surroundi ng the
adm ni strative centre

Putraj aya Corporation President Tan Sri Azizan Zainul Abidin said with
justified optimsm "By 2005 Putrajaya will be a viable city."

A Gl MPSE OF PUTRAJAYA

Work on Putrajaya, naned after Malaysia's first prinme mnister, Tunku
Abdul Rahman Putra al -Haj, began in 1996 and is schedul ed for conpletion in
2010.

A glinpse into the dawn of the adm nistrative centre revealed a
| andscape of rolling green hills, a nmassive nan-nade | ake and ul tra-nodern
bui I di ngs which include part of the Prime Mnister's office conplex, a
magni fi cent nosque, and the Prime Mnister's residence, anobng ot hers.

Putrajaya, aptly named "City in a Garden,"” will be identified with
nunerous parks and wetl ands as well as pronenades, plazas and squares when
conpl et ed.

Dr Mahathir, on noving into his new office, had told the press that
Putrajaya was built for the next 100, 200 and 300 years.

Sone 1,000 civil servants began work in the dreamcapital this nonth
increasing to 2,800 by the end of the year and 16, 000 by 2005.

"We're building this for our future generations. It's our heritage. It
must be of the character that the next generation will be proud of," said
Azi zan.

When fully conpleted, the city will be able to sustain 350,000 peopl e.

"PAPER LESS" BUREAUCRACY

Putrajaya can also lay claimto being the world' s first "paper |less,"”
not "paperless", bureaucracy because wirel ess connectivity fornms the
backbone of its devel opment and incorporated into all governnent buil di ngs,
busi nesses, conmercial centres and civic and public activities.

Azman says that with the right approach, a paper |ess bureaucracy can
enhance good governance, such as transparency, accountability, greater
efficiency and effectiveness.

"The people which the city serves nust be prepared to nake the change
They must be re-skilled and re-tool ed," he adds.

Dr Mahathir had al so said that the creation of Putrajaya is to fulfil
t he objective of Vision 2020 -- the attainment of devel oped nation status.

"Putrajaya will be a catalyst of growmh for the country but it has to
be pl anned and synergised with the rest of the MSC and t he whol e
Met ropol i tan Kual a Lunpur region which is bigger than the Kl ang Vall ey
region," Azman says.

The fact that Putrajaya is very nuch part of the MSC, will have an
overwhel m ng i npact on the economy in the new mllennium

A study Azman quoted says: "No nation can operate a 21st Century
econony w thout a 21st Century electronic infrastructure, enbracing



comput ers, data conmuni cati ons and ot her new nedia."

Undoubtedly, Putrajaya will have far-reaching inplications for the
country and will be the hottest address in town. -- Bernana
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