09 JUL 1999
Mahat hi r - Ext r avagance
PUTRAJAYA, CYBERJAYA NOT EXTRAVAGANT, SAYS DR MAHATH R

PUTRAJAYA, July 9 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday brushed off critics who |abel the twin intelligent cities of
Putraj aya and Cyberj aya as extravagant projects.

He said Mal aysia did not "borrow a cent” in order to build the two
cities, mmjor components of the nation's Miltinedia Super Corridor (MSC)
pr oj ect.

"Fortunately for us, we budgeted for this at the tinme when the ringgit
was strong at RM2.50 to the US dollar. So we did not spend that nuch noney.
If we have to do it again now, it would cost at |east twice as nmuch," he
said responding to a question froma foreign journalist about detractors
suggesting that the projects were extravagant.

Dr Mahathir was speaking at a news conference on the second of the
three-day 3rd MSC I nternational Advisory Panel (IAP) neeting, here.

He said there had been no strain on the country's budget as it had
enough noney to pay for everything it needed.

He said: "Wen we started this project we had a | ot of nbney and we
were not going to borrow fromanyone. And in fact, until now, we have not
borrowed a cent in order to build these two cities."

Dr Mahathir said a person was not considered extravagant if he spent
within his means and could be called that if it was otherw se.

"W are not extravagant at all. A person is extravagant if he spends
beyond his neans. A billionaire spending one billion dollars is not being
extravagant because he has the noney.

"But if a personis anllionaire and spends like a billionaire, that

i s being extravagant," he said.

Yesterday Dr Mahathir officially I aunched Cyberjaya whi ch, anong
others, will house | ocal and foreign nmultinmedia and i nformation technol ogy
conmpani es as well as cutting-edge research and devel opnent facilities.

Last nonth, he noved into his new office in Putrajaya, the new federa
adm ni strative capital located within the MSC, a 750-sq km area desi ghat ed
as a hub for the devel opnent of multinedia products and services.

He said Mal aysia al so did not borrow noney to build its new KL
International Airport (KLIA) in Sepang which was opened a year ago. Just
Ii ke Putrajaya and Cyberjaya, the airport is also |ocated within the MSC

"We don't build nmonuments, we build things that we can use and we don't
build it just for today, just for the present PMs pleasure,” he said.

The prime mnister said although many people mght not believe it,

Mal aysi a had been very conservative in its financial nanagenent and that
projects built were meant for the future.

Dr Mahathir said the governnent took pains to plan a project properly,
citing the exanple of the KLIA which had 10, 000 hectares of reserve land to
accommodat e future expansion.

He said the airport was constructed to last at |east 100 years when the
passenger vol une would reach 125 mllion.

In contrast, the old Subang airport was designed for 400,000 passengers
a year and when it was closed 30 years later, it was handling sone 17
mllion travellers annually, he said.

"If you build an airport for the next five years, you will be in deep
troubl e because finding a site for a new airport is one of the nost
difficult things anywhere in the world and the Japanese will tell you
that," he said to the laughter of those present,including the 25 | AP



menbers and representatives.

Japan built the Kansai airport in OGsaka on an artificial island.

"I don't know what kind of air travel we will see 100 years from now
but at least we'll have the space. You can't nobve an airport every now and
then and | hope this will be the last tinme we have to do so," he said.

On the conpetition posed by simlar nultinmedia initiatives Iike the
ones in Hong Kong and Si ngapore, Dr Mahathir said they m ght offer
somet hi ng whi ch the MSC mi ght not.

"But we think that we have sone conpetitive advantage and we | ook
forward to working closely with them because this is an industry which is
growi ng at a very rapid pace.

"And no one has a nonopoly on the kind of know edge and devel opnent
that you woul d expect fromIT and nultimedia. There will be roomfor
everyone and | amquite sure interaction between the different centres
woul d be beneficial to all of us," he said.

On el ectronic governnent, Dr Mahathir said there was no doubt that in
the future nost governments would turn el ectronic.

He said Mal aysia was getting the necessary inputs fromall the rel evant
people to enable it adopt the right way of inplenenting e-governnent.

On the sessions with the | AP nenbers and representatives, he said
Mal aysia was comritted to exam ning all the ideas and advice given and
descri bed the neetings as useful and fruitful.
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