24/ 07/ 1999
Putting smart partnerships into practice

Zur ai mi  Abdul | ah
AFTER a one-year | apse since the |ast dialogue in 1997, the fourth
Langkawi I nternational Dial ogue takes centre stage again tonorrow.

Participants from38 countries will deliberate on the phil osophy and
concept of smart partnershi ps towards nanagi ng the economic crisis.

Ni ne heads of state and government |eaders including Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad and over 350 participants will nmeet at the
"roundt abl e" at Berjaya Langkawi Beach and Spa Resort in the | egendary
i sland of Langkawi for four days to work out how snmart partnerships can be
put into practice.

LID"'99, to be opened by Dr Mahathir who is LID s patron, wll
specifically focus on the crisis and the process of econom c recovery.

Participants will relate how their respective econonies coped with the
financial crisis by taking recovery nmeasures without the assistance of the
I nternati onal Monetary Fund.

In contrast, Thailand's Deputy Prine Mnister Dr Supachai Panitchpakd
will relate the experience of his country which received financi al
assi stance fromthe | MF

Thus, the dialogue aptly carries the theme Managi ng the Economi c
Recovery - The Smart Partnershi p Approach.

This year's event will focus on three major topics: learning fromthe
econom c crisis; accelerating econom c recovery through the smart
partnershi p approach, and sustaining a stable future.

The Ml aysi an | ndustry-CGovernnent G oup for Hi gh Technol ogy and London-
based Commonweal th Partnership for Technol ogy Managenent are once again
jointly organising this year's event.

Participants will find LID"'99 different from previous di al ogues due to
its relevance to the countries plagued by the economc crisis, MGHT
chairman Tan Sri Dr Omar Abdul Rahman said recently.

Everybody woul d have an opportunity at the roundtable to scrutinise and
give their views on ways to counter the m d-1997 crisis as well as the
exi sting smart partnership ventures, he said.

Sessions will consist of a dialogue forumand an interactive session
(groups of about 10 participants in roundtable di scussions guided by
facilitators).

There will be an added attraction with the inaugural participation of
the spouses of participating heads of state.

Through two cl osed-door sessions, the spouses will delve into wonen's
potential in contributing to econontic recovery and the soci al agenda
whi ch i ncl udes health issues.

They will also ook into wonen's role as smart partners in the nmanagi ng
economi c recovery.

LID"'99 also includes for the first tinme ever, a specific forumfor the
heads of state and government |eaders to "turn the tables" on the nedia
covering the event.

The heads of state and governnent | eaders will pose questions to
journalists during the two-session dial ogue, sonme of which are expected to
be t hought - pr ovoki ng.

This session will be recorded by the British Broadcasting Corporation.

Topics may include the nedia's role in accelerating and sustaining the
Asi an recovery.

Conceptual ised at the First Langkawi International Dialogue in 1995, LID



is the brainchild of Dr Mahat hir who has consistently enphasi sed snart
partnerships as the way to achi eve soci o-econonic and political stability.

The full list of leaders and Mnisters attending LID '99 are: President
Festus CGont ebanye Mbgae of Botswana; President John Atta-MI|1s of Ghang;
Jordani an Finance M nister Dr Mchel Marto; Kyrgyz Speaker of Parliament
Mukanbayev Usup; Prime Mnister Dr Pakalitha Msisili of Lesotho; Dr Mapop
Chi peta of Malawi; Prime M nister Fenech Adam of Mlta; President Caseem
Uteemof Mauritius; President Joaqui m Al berto Chi ssano of Mzanbi que;
Presi dent Dr Sam Nuj oma of Nam bia; Vice-President Janes Alix M chel of
Seychel | es; New Sout h African Vice-President Jacob Zuma; Sudanese
Presi dent - General Lt-Gen Qmar Hassan Ahnmad; King Mswati |11 of Swazil and;
Tai wanese Fi nance M nister Dr Paul Chiu Cheng-hsiung; President Benjam n
W1 liam Mapa of Tanzania; Thailand's Deputy Prinme Mnister Dr Supachai
Pani t chpakdi ; Zanmbia's M nister of Finance and Econom c Devel opnent Dr
Kat el e Kal unba, and President Dr Robert Migabe of Zi nbabwe.

I nternational conpani es being represented at Langkawi conprise British
Aerospace Pl c, Hyundai Engi neering & Construction Co Ltd, Dresdner
Kl ei nwort Benson Ltd, UK, Marconi Conmunications of Italy, Merrill Lynch,
UK, Salonpbn Smith Barney Inc, US, and Rolls-Royce, UK

There are also a |l arge representation fromthe Ml aysi an corporate
sector such as Tel ekom Mal aysia, which is the main sponsor of LID "' 99,
Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd, Malaysia Airlines, Shell, as well as top officials
fromthe regulatory authorities of the financial sector.

Cabinet Mnisters expected to attend LID "'99 include Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, First Finance M nister Tun Daim
Zai nuddi n, Second Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Mistapa Mhaned, |nternational
Trade and I ndustry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz and Energy,
Conmruni cations and Multimedia M nister Datuk Leo Moyggi e.
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