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A CRITI CAL exam nation of Ml aysia's foreign policy since 1957 woul d show
its steady evolution, characterised by notable changes in enphasis which
took place with the change in Malaysia's political stewardship.

A mar kedly anti-communi st and pro-western posture with close links to
t he Commonweal t h under Tunku Abdul Rahman, the country's first Prine
M ni ster, gave way to one based on non-alignnent, neutralisation and
peaceful co-existence under Tun Abdul Razak.

As a menber of the Organisation of Islanmc Conference (O C), Ml aysia
began to identify itself as a "Muslimnation". The search for new friends
substantially increased the i nportance of the Non-aligned Movenment (NAM
to Mal aysia. Investnments fromother than British sources began to be al so
wel coned.

A period of consolidation ensued under Tun Hussein Onn with Asean
becom ng the cornerstone of Malaysia's foreign policy follow ng the
col | apse of Saigon (now Ho Chi Mnh City) in 1975, the w thdrawal of the
US mlitary presence from Sout heast Asia and the invasi on of Kanpuchea
(now Canbodi a) by Vi et nam

But a nore dramatic shift occurred when Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
took over as the fourth Prine Mnister in 1981

Mal aysia's foreign policy stance began to take a nuch greater econonic
orientation than ever before, coupled with a strong and nationalistic
defence of the rights, interests and aspirations of devel oping countries
and t he advocacy of South-South co-operation.

Dr Mahathir's prem ership saw the pursuit of numerous new initiatives:
Antartica as the comon heritage of mankind, the Look East policy, reverse
i nvestnent, East Asia Econonic Caucus (EAEC), group of 15 (GL5), Asean
Mekong basi n devel opnent co-operation, Islamc unity and the chanpi oni ng
of the cause of devel oping countries on major issues |ike environnent,
human ri ghts and denocracy.

The evolution of the country's foreign policy under successive Prine
M nisters reflected a pragmati c response to the geopolitical and economc
changes of their tines.

To be continually relevant to the country's needs, foreign policy cannot
remain static. But whilst change has becone a general feature of Ml aysian
foreign policy, continuity has al so been evident.

Mal aysia's initiatives at various regional and international fora has
put the country on the world map. Increased econom c prosperity and
political stability has in fact enabled Malaysia to carve its own niche in
the international scene

Maki ng our presence felt has allowed us to exercise sone influence in
setting the international agenda. Being | ess dependent on foreign aid and
assi stance, Mal aysia has been able to speak up on i ssues that other
devel opi ng countries feel constrained to voice for fear of retribution by
the major, particularly western, powers.

Mal aysia's activismat the international front has of course attracted
attention and reaction. Malaysia in turn becones the target for being "too
vocal ".

But we nmust take this in stride if Malaysia is to be proactive at the
gl obal I evel

As a small player in the international arena, Ml aysia needs to uphold
the principles of the UN charter as a defence of |ast resort.



Certain fundamental principles governing interstate relations would
continue to guide Malaysia's relations with other countries. These refer
to sovereign equality and nutual respect for territorial integrity, mutua
non- aggr essi on, non-interference in each other's internal affairs,
peaceful settlement of disputes as well as nutual benefit in relations and
peacef ul co-existence.

And t hese principles have stood the test of tine.

Mal aysi a has repeatedly stressed the inportance of adhering to the
principle of non-interference in internal affairs, particularly in the
context of regional rel ations.

The so-called "constructive intervention"” policy advocated by sone,
involving loud criticism adversarial posturing and grand standi ng woul d
only bring nore harmthan good to the pronotion of nei ghbourly relations.

We do make exceptions to the policy of non-interference in certain
extrene situations. Kosovo woul d be one exanpl e.

The peculiar situation in Kosovo calls for pragmati smon our part in the
interest of humanity whil st recognising the central role of the UNin
resol ving t he probl em

Simlarly, our adoption of the "One China Policy", whilst pursuing close
econom c relations with Taiwan, bears no paradox. It reflects our
pragnati smin the face of certain realities.

And so is our relations with the West. There is no contradiction between
Mal aysia's criticisns of the West on certain i ssues and our conti nued
acceptance of Western countries as a market for our products and as a
source for investrment in our country.

Devel opi ng close bilateral relations with our neighbours remai ns a high
priority.

Every diplomatic effort is nade to ensure that bilateral relations do
not become adversely affected on account of such problens with all our
nei ghbour s concer ned.

Agreeing to refer to the International Court of Jusitce (1CJ), the
overl apping territorial clainms which Malaysia has with | ndonesia and
Si ngapore, indicates the extent to which we are prepared to go in
achi eving solutions to bilateral problens.

The establishnent of separate joint comr ssions between Ml aysia and
Brunei, Indonesia, the Philippines, Thailand, Laos and Vi etnam has al so
provi ded a useful framework for co-operation in all fields of nutua
i nterest.

Special attention is given to Ml aysi a-Singapore relations. In this
case, the potential for nmutually beneficial collaboration is inmmense.
Enoti ons, anchored in the pages of history, has bedevilled, however,
relati ons between the two countri es.

There is a definite need for restraint fromboth sides. The conduct of
bilateral relations should be premised on a "nutuality formula" that would
receive the support of the peoples of both countries.

| ndeed, Mal aysi a- Si ngapore rel ati ons shoul d nove out of its old nould
and mature into what it ought to be - interdependent, proxinmate and
mut ual | y beneficial.

This is absolutely vital as strained relations between Ml aysia and
Si ngapore woul d i nevitably present problens for the evolution of a truly
regi onal comunity whil st draining resources which could otherw se be put
to effective use in our foreign policy agenda.

Japan, the European Union, the US, Australia and the Republic of Korea
woul d remain Mal aysia's major trading partners as well as the source of
i nvestnent and technol ogy, particularly in connection with the
establ i shment of Ml aysia's Miltinmedia Super Corridor.

The only exception is Israel. Ml aysia woul d consi der begi nni ng



relations with | srael when a conprehensive peace agreenent between |srael
and the Pal estinian Liberation Organisation (PLO is successfully
concl uded.

At the sub-regional level, increased efforts would be nade towards
realising the benefits of the growh triangle concept nanely, the
| ndonesi a, Mal aysia and Thailand Gowth Triangle (IMI-GT), the Indonesia,
Mal aysi a and Si ngapore Gowth Triangle (IM5-ST) and the Brunei, |ndonesi a,
Mal aysi a and Phili ppi nes East Asian G owth Area (Bi np-Eaga).

Such efforts would no doubt allow for prosperity to be spread to the
| ess devel oped areas, thereby bringing meaning to the "prosper-thy-
nei ghbour - pol i cy" which is being pursued by the Governnent.

At the regional level, Malaysia will continue to push for the
strengt heni ng of Asean as a regional grouping.

In the post-cold war situation which sees the energence of conpeting
regi onal econoni ¢ groupi ngs and uncertainty in the regional security
envi ronment, Ml aysi a believes that a strong and successful Asean i s not
only an econonic necessity but also a strategic inperative.

A prosperous, consolidated and stabl e Asean at peace with itself and
with its i mredi ate nei ghbours provides the best guarantee for the security
of the entire Southeast Asia and East Asia region

The recent expansi on of Asean to include Canbodia, Laos and Myanmar wil |
make an even bigger contribution to devel opi ng national resilience,
pronoti ng econoni ¢ grow h, enhanci ng regi onal co-operation and ensuring
regi onal peace and security.

Mal aysi a believes that the existence of Asean has encouraged patterns of
behavi our that reduce risks to security by enhancing bilateral relations
as well as fostering habits of open dial ogue on political and security
matters, including establishing confidence-buil di ng neasures.

The exi sting di al ogue through the Asean Post-M ni sterial Conference
process and Asean Regi onal Forum (ARF), in which Asean functions as the
core group, adequately serves the purpose.

Mal aysi a hopes that the early realisation of the zone of peace, freedom
and neutrality (Zofpan), including the Southeast Asian nucl ear weapon free
zone (Seanfwfz), will help to further enhance regi onal security.

Not wi t hstandi ng criticisns nade agai nst Asean, it is clear that co-
operation within Asean is now firmy entrenched. Asean is not about to
|l ose its dynanmism viability and rel evance with the inclusion of new
nmenber states.

On the contrary, increasing interest towards Asean and requests nade for
sectoral dial ogue partnership by a nunber of Asian, African and Latin
Ameri can countries, reflect the high esteemaccorded by themto Asean as a
regi onal organisation.

At the nultilateral |evel, Mlaysia has and will continue to be active
in the OC, Comonweal th, NAM and the UN. Such fora are useful in
pronoting co-operation between nenber states, in finding solutions to
gl obal problems and in establishing comobn ground rul es for the peaceful
conduct of international relations.

Mal aysia will continue to use the platformavailable to speak on gl obal
i ssues |ike human rights, environnmental degradation, terrorism refugees,
denocracy and the reformof the UN Security Counci l

We believe that the UN should continue to be effective in dealing with
gl obal devel opnental issues, peace and security, humanitarian activities,
international crises and cases of violations of the UN charter and
principles of international law - in a fair and equitable manner.

On the economic front, Malaysia will continue to adopt a proactive role
inthe Wrld Trade Organi sati on (WO).

One significant phenonmenon that will inmpact strongly on Malaysia's



foreign policy as we nove into the next mllennium is globalisation and
the IT.

Qur greatest challenge would be to extract the best fromthe process of
gl obalisation and to give our best to the systemin return.

However, our experience to date with regard to both the political and
econom ¢ di nensi ons of gl obalisation has been | ess than happy.

On the political front, we see the end of the cold war. Yet the world
today is no nore safe than we had been led to believe.

The so-called friendly global village has not conme about. A d conflicts
either refuse to die or sinply have a way of com ng out of their graves to
haunt us.

In the meantine, new conflicts, at tinmes much nore bl oodi er and brut al
than the old ones, continue to enmerge and rage.

Bosni a and Herzegovi na, Kosovo, Tinmor-Tinor and conflicts in certain
states in Africa provide clear exanples. The issues of Pal estine,

Af ghani st an, and Jamu/ Kashnir renai n unresol ved

Added to this, two other issues of great concern al so remain, nanely:
terrorismand the proliferation of weapons of nmass destruction which
brings fourth the prospect of nuclear, chenical and bi ol ogi cal warfare.

It is inportant therefore that our foreign policy be geared at ensuring
that nore and nore nations sign and ratify the relevant internationa
conventions such as the Nucl ear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), the
Conpr ehensi ve Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), Biological Wapons Convention (BWD),
Chem cal Wapons Convention (CWC) and the Convention on Land M nes (CLM

The econoni ¢ di mensi on of gl obalisation has been even nore
di sappointing. The financial crisis that descended upon east Asia in 1997
brought about not only social msery and econom c di saster but politica
instability as well.

Massi ve unenpl oynment, negative growh, stock nmarket crashes and severe
currency deval uati ons have pulled down mllions of people belowthe
poverty line. The severity of the situation calls for the whol e business
of economnic globalisation and financial and trade |liberalisation to be
seriously addressed.

Mal aysi a' s biggest foreign policy challenge in the next decade lies in
this area.

Reform ng the international financial architecture to insure against
massi ve currency attacks, mani pul ators and excessive fluctuations is no
smal |l task particularly if we have to persuade those who have been
benefiting fromthe existing system

The years ahead therefore would see our foreign policy especially
oriented towards not only ensuring Mal aysia's econom c recovery
internally, but also our role as an influential geopolitical player in
this field at the gl obal |evel.

Mal aysia's current position as a non-pernanent nenber of the UN Security
Council has provided us with a forumto begi n addressi ng sone of these
chal | enges, voice our concerns and put forth Ml aysia's position on issues
that affect us as well as the world.

Rel ati ons anpbng soverei gn states ought to be based on a new paradi gm
integrity, as well as recognition of nmutual interests and benefits.

( END)
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