30/ 05/ 1999
PM Hate canpai gn using varsity students

Syed Nadzri in Nagoya

A CAMPAI GN to bring down the Barisan Nasional governnment is being carried
out throughout Ml aysia by using some university students instilled with a
deep sense of ingratitude, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
sai d.

The hate canpaign is designed to get the younger generation of
Mal aysi ans to work hard to change the governnent.

He said the students, anong other things, would return to their kanmpungs
during their vacation to instil hatred, especially against him

The Prinme M nister was speaking at a dial ogue i n Nagoya yesterday wth
about 70 Mal aysi an students doing courses in various Japanese universities
and col | eges.

The 90-m nute neeting at Nagoya Kanko Hotel took place five hours after
his arrival for a week-long visit to Japan, acconpanied by his wife Datin
Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali.

Dr Mahathir said as part of the campaign, the students would be told
that it was the duty of any governnent to provide schol arshi ps or
assi stance and as such, they need not be grateful to Barisan Nasional for
provi di ng the benefits.

Di smissing this notion, he said the Governnment was extendi ng such
assi stance not to benefit hinmself as Prine Mnister but for future
gener ati ons of Ml aysi ans.

"l hope the students will not be easily influenced by such canpai gns and
it is best that the students thenselves bring it up with the Governnent if
they still have doubts," he added.

At the dial ogue, he al so touched on current issues, explaining
Mal aysi a's economic situation and political clinmate including the case of
former Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mwho was sentenced to
six years' jail recently for abuse of power.

Dr Mahathir said he had received "appeal s" fromsone of Anwar's friends
i ncl udi ng renowned composer and conductor, the |late Yehudi Menuhin, asking
for Anwar to be rel eased

The Prime M nister said he told themthat he had no power to rel ease a
person who had faced court action.

He sai d sone people even chose to think that he was cruel because of the
action agai nst Anwar but that, he added, would not deter himfromcarrying
out his duties responsibly.

The Anwar case, he noted, al so provided a great opportunity for the
opposition to seek a conmmon ground agai nst the Bari san Nasi onal despite
their varied principles.

He said Pas, for instance, is fighting for an Islanic State, the DAP for
a "Ml aysi an Mal aysi a" and PRM seeking to cone back fromthe dead.

As for Parti Keadilan Rakyat, it would go along with any of these as
I ong as Anwar is freed.

On the econony, Dr Mahathir said it was poised to register a one per
cent growh this year and five per cent the next.

The target coul d be achi eved, he said, although | ack of spending by sone
governnent agenci es had sl owed down the recovery during the first half of
this year.

During the dial ogue, a student pointed out that Ml aysia and Dr Mahathir
had al ways had a positive i nage anong the Japanese, to which the Prine
Mnister replied that this was true conpared to what sone Wsterners



t hought of the country.

Dr Mahathir cited the current Holl ywood novie Entrapnent which was shot
in Mal aysia as an exanpl e.

He said the novie had superinposed scenes to show the Petronas Twi n
Towers in Kual a Lunpur surrounded by sl uns.

"It is like depicting the New York World Trade Centre next to Harlem...
which is not true,” he said. "W don't deny that there are squatters in
Kual a Lunpur but they are not near the Petronas towers."

"But it doesn't matter. W will take great pains to build our country
and one day, they (the West) will have to accept it," he said.

The Prime Mnister will have private progranmes in Nagoya today and
t onor r ow.

On Tuesday, he is scheduled to visit the Toyota plant and nuseum on the
outskirts.

Dr Mahathir goes to Tokyo on Wednesday where he will neet Japanese vice-
mnister for International Affairs at the Finance Mnistry Dr Ei suke
Sakaki bar a.

On Thursday, Dr Mahathir will attend the launch of his book A New Deal
for Asia and will speak at the Nikkei International Conference on "The
Future of Asia."

He will wind up his visit by neeting Japanese Prinme M nister Keizo
OGobuchi, al so on Thursday.

( END)



	PM: Hate campaign using varsity students (NST 30/05/1999)

