08/ 06/ 1999
PM Qpposition will use dirty tactics in polls

Pat vi nder Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
today that the next general election would the dirtiest yet as the
opposition would use all kinds of threats and instigation aided by foreign
mani pul ators and the foreign nedia.

The el ection would be dirtier as the opposition had sancti oned words
that were vulgar, crude, dirty, distasteful and obscene, he said.

Dr Mahathir said the opposition had already used dirty tactics in their
cer anah.

He said this when opening the annual general assenbly of the People's
Progressive Party at Pusat |slam

Dr Mahathir said the Barisan Nasional would not copy the nethods of the
opposition and ask for the help of foreigners, foreign nations, foreign
powers or the foreign nedia.

"We believe in the people of the country and they are the ones who will
decide our fate and their own as they will be choosing the Governnment that
will lead them

"W believe the citizens of this country are of races who are proud of
their freedomand they will choose a party that is free fromthe
mani pul ati on of foreign powers. And the party that is free in Malaysia is
only the Barisan Nasional ."

Dr Mahathir said the BN had an excellent record, had brought about
devel oprment and confort in the country and had broken the assault on our
econony by foreigners.

The econony and the social and political aspects of the country were
def ended by the country's own strength and energy, he said.

Later at a Press conference, Dr Mahathir said there were indications
that the next general election would be the dirtiest due to what was said
by the opposition.

"Firstly, Nik Aziz (head of Pas consultative council Datuk N k Abdu
Aziz Nk Mat) has sanctioned abuse and cursing people.

"This can be done by them Also we find that supporters of the
opposition are those who have been involved in denponstrations |ast year
and | amsure they will use force to achieve their ains.”

He said there were nmany other indications.

Dr Mahat hir gave an assurance that neither the Governnent nor the BN
woul d play dirty and the people woul d be asked to consi der what was good
for themand the country.

He said it was seen that the foreign nedia al ways supported the
opposi tion and condemmed the Governnent and its | eaders.

"I amsaid to be a dictator who has assaulted (forner Deputy Prine
M ni ster) Datuk Seri Anwar (Ilbrahim and rmade fal se accusati ons agai nst
hi m

"This gives rise to hatred agai nst the Governnent and nyself," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

"W will try to keep the peace in the country but doing that is now a
problemas the foreign nmedia and their TV crews follow the police.

"If the police are beaten by denonstrators, that is not shown.

"Instead if the police use alittle force to cal mthe situation, they
use the scene to showthe whole world ... with the objective to tarnish
our inmage."

He said this had been going on for sone tine.



Dr Mahathir said tourists and i nvestors would then stay away.

"The opposition is using the foreign nmedia to attack us.

"Read and see if they have anything good to say about us.

"The foreign nmedia has accused nme of being a dictator who has supplied
hundreds of millions of dollars to (South African President) Nel son
Mandel a for the ANC el ection (canpaign). | ama dictator. That is to dirty
my image so that I will not wn.

"So, the foreign nedia works for the opposition. If the [ocal media
wants to support the opposition, we cannot stop it. Quite a ot of them
are supporting the opposition, sone of themare illegal papers.”

He said nothing could be dirtier than nmessages appearing on the
I nternet.

He said there was no reason for the opposition to accuse the BN of being
dirty as the opposition was the one that was dirty.

Asked how | ong the canpai gn period woul d be for the next election, he
said it should not be too | ong because during the 1969 el ection there was
a | ong canpai gni ng period and tensions built up and in the end there were
racial riots.

Asked if only Ml ays could becone Prime Mnister, Dr Mahathir said:
"There is no such provision in the Constitution."

When asked about his views on the matter, he said he would al so fol |l ow
t he Constitution.

Present at the Press conference were PPP president Datuk M Kayveas and
Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Mhd Khalil Yaakob, who is also Information
M ni ster.
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