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PM Singapore will get only treated water after 2061

Pat vi nder Singh; Patrick Sennyah

KUALA LUVMPUR, Mon. - Malaysia will supply Singapore with treated water
after an agreenent to supply raw water to the republic ends, Prine

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad sai d today.

He said Malaysia was still willing to supply water but on condition the
country gained fromit.

Dr Mahathir said at present Ml aysia was selling raw water to Singapore
at three sen per 1,000 gallons (3,785.3 litres) and was buying treated
water fromthe island republic at 50 sen per 1,000 gall ons.

"In fact, they are not paying for anything. They take the treated water,
sell it to us, take the noney and pay us. W don't conplain but we say
that by the year 2061 that supply of raw water nust stop

"Fromthen on we will supply themwith treated water. It is a fair
deal ," he said.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking at a Press conference after opening the 46th
PPP general assenbly here today.

He had been asked if it was true that Ml aysia had asked Si ngapore to
| ook for an alternative water supply source

Dr Mahathir had replied that it was not and that Ml aysia was stil
negotiating with its nei ghbour

He said the present agreenent was drawn by the British and that it
favoured Singapore at the expense of Johor.

"But we are now an i ndependent country, you can't expect us to take our
nmoney, pay themso they can pay us three sen.

"You pay them 50 sen, they pay back three sen. This is a no-go thing,"
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia did not wish to deny Singapore water but will
supply treated water when the present agreenent ends.

"I't has been three sen for ages now because everytinme we want to raise
the three sen they will raise the cost of treated water,"” he said.

Asked about the Opposition wanting to be consulted on the appoi nt ment of
the El ection Conmi ssion chairman, Dr Mahathir said it was not within their
purvi ew and that the Government had been choosing the chairnmen all this
whi | e al though some of themdid not seemto be favouring the Governnent.

"Al though we have conpl ai ned about the appoi ntnent of certain people who
are responsi ble for registering voters, for exanple, the conm ssion has
not hel ped us in any way.

"And so we have | ots of people who are regi stered where they are not
staying," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent could not conpl ain because when it did,
the usual investigation had been done and everything was said to be
proper.

"l am not accusi ng anybody but sone of the people who are appointed by
themto register voters are obviously one-sided," he said.
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