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Sports-Frost (News Anal ysis)
QUESTI ONS ABOUND AS FROST CALLS IT QUITS

By: Azman U ang

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 23 (Bernama) -- In an era when transparency seens to
be the buzz word, secrecy surrounds the sudden resignation of Mdrten Frost
Hansen as Mal aysi a' s nati onal badmi nton coaching director.

Bot h the Badni nton Associ ati on of Ml aysia (BAM and Frost have refused
to give reasons for the bonbshell announcement nade yesterday in a brief
statenment by the BAM

The press and the badm nton fraternity are understandably curious about
why Frost, whose appointnment in February 1997 was described as one of the
bi ggest coups staged by the BAM decided to part conpany in a huff, 15
nmont hs before the end of his four-year contract.

"The BAM have agreed to the ternmination of the contract with Mrten
Frost on nutual agreenent," was all that BAM president Datuk Dr Abdul | ah
Fadzil Che Wan woul d say on the nmatter.

Frost, one of the greatest badm nton players the world has ever seen in
his tinme, was equally secretive, saying the reasons for quitting were
sonet hi ng between hi mand the BAM

Frost was said to have taken this episode as an affront to his
prof essi onal i sm especially when the player that Limhad picked, Chor Hoo
Yee, was injured.

Following this, Frost was said to have handed in his resignation to Dr
Fadzi| but apparently, a decision on the matter was held up until
yest erday' s announcenent .

Dr Fadzil, when contacted today, told Bernama: "It's best to | eave this
epi sode to pass. Both Frost and the BAM have agreed to part on a happy
not e".

He said that getting Frost to Malaysia was definitely a coup for
Mal aysi an badm nton and Frost was perhaps the best coach the BAM ever had.

Asked why he, as the BAM boss had all owed others to interfere in
Frost's selection of players, he said: "It was a |l esson well learnt. W are
| earni ng | essons everyday and we benefit fromthis".

Dr Fadzil said he had always told BAMofficials to di scuss openly anong
thensel ves areas of di sagreenent over any matter and not to adopt a
stubborn attitude.

" Perhaps conmuni cation is one problemwe are having and I will have to
put nmy foot down on this now that | can devote nore tine to BAM" said Dr
Fadzil, who was a deputy mnister for 15 years but was dropped fromthe new
l'ine-up of deputy mnisters announced by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad on Dec 10.

He said the BAMwoul d hold a neeting soon to decide on Frost's
successor who woul d have to get down to work right away, given the mgjor
task ahead -- the Thomas Cup and the O ynpics next year.

But Frost, in a telephone interview with Bernama today, insisted that
he was not ready to reveal the reasons, saying that he would be flying home
to Denmark tonorrow to spend his Christmas and woul d be away for two weeks

"Per haps another tine," he said, obviously trying to keep mum on what
he adnmtted was the "downsi de" of his stint in Mlaysia.

He said he had enjoyed his stint in Mal aysia despite having to
undertake a "very tough" job.

He had done his best and was very satisfied with the results achieved
in his 33 nonths here during which Ml aysian pl ayers had won many of the
top international conpetitions.



Frost said he would in the future like to be actively involved in what
he called " the politics of badm nton" especially in making badminton a
truly worl dw de sport.

"We still have long way to go before badmi nton can truly be played
worl dwi de ...obviously it is very popular in Asia and Denmark but not so in
Eur ope, America, Australia and New Zeal and".

" 1 amopen to suggestions on ny future plans but | hope to be involved
in the European Badm nton Union," he said.

"When | | ook back, it has not been so bad after all..some people would
say we did not achieve nuch but I think we have to be have patience before
we could see the results that we planned for," he said.

And how does he see the future of Ml aysi an badm nton, the only sport
t he country has been world champions in?

The future could only be better as Mal aysia had a tal ented pool of
young pl ayers, he said, adding: "Denmark woul d be very happy if we have as
many good pl ayers as you".

Frost said he planned to see nore of Malaysia as a tourist before
bi ddi ng the country goodbye in March next year.
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